E

BIBL H

~Tracy Carmpug~
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“What Does God’s Word Say About That?”
Deacon Rommel Flores

The Authority of the Bible — Biblical Hermeneutics
2 Timothy 2:15, Nehemiah 8:8, Proverbs 25:2, Luke 24:27,44-45

Hermeneutics is the art and science of interpretation; biblical hermeneutics is the art and science of interpreting
the Bible. Examples: The Levites explaining the Law (Nehemiah 8:5-8), the Lord Jesus Christ explaining the
Scriptures (Luke 24:27), Philip explaining the Prophet Isaiah (Acts 8:30-35).

Progressive Revelation. God did not reveal the fullness of His redemptive plan all at once. Instead, He
disclosed His truth progressively and purposefully across redemptive history, moving from promise to greater
clarity through successive covenants, until everything reaches its climactic and final fulfillment in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Examples: The Abrahamic promise (Genesis 12:3, 22:18, Galatians 3:16, 29), The Davidic
covenant (2 Samuel 7:12-16, Luke 1:32-33, Acts 2:29-36).

Typology is the study of real historical people, events, institutions, and rituals in the Old Testament that were
designed as anticipatory patterns (types). These types genuinely pointed forward to, and find their true and
greater fulfillment in, the person and redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ (the antitype). The New
Testament consistently reads the Old Testament this way. Examples: The Lamb of God (Exodus 12, John
1:29), The bronze serpent (Numbers 21:8-9, John 3:14-15).

Coram Deo Application because we live coram Deo (in the presence of God), the truths of Scripture must
lead to a living response, Orthodoxy leads to orthopraxy. Right understanding produces faith, repentance,
doxology, worship, and obedient discipleship under the lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ. Truth rightly
understood always aims at transformed living. Examples: Justification (Romans 3-5) leads to a Transformed
Life (Romans 6:11-14), Raised with Christ (Colossians 3:1-4) leads to putting on new life (Colossians 3:5-17).

1. The Literal method (sensus literalis) is the interpretive rule seeking the plain, natural meaning of a
text as intended by the original human author, following normal rules of grammar, language, genre, and
history. It avoids wooden literalism by respecting literary forms, treating history as history, poetry as
poetry, metaphor as metaphors, etcetera. Context is king! The text before and after will support and
clarify what was literally said and meant according to original authorial intent. Examples: Historical
narrative treated as history — Noah and the flood (Genesis 6-9, Matthew 24:37-39), Metaphor recognized
as metaphor — Herod the Fox (Luke 13:31-32), Read figurative and prophetic language in context and
intent — Prophetic Metaphor (John 2:19-21).

2. The Historical Method is the interpretive rule requiring biblical text to be understood within its original
historical, cultural, geographical, and situational context, determining what it meant to the human author
and original audience. This covers the date in which it was written, the audience, the traditions, the
political, and cultural environment in which the text was written. The Lord Jesus Christ viewed the Old
Testament as talking about people that really existed and events that really happened. Examples: The
actual creation of Adam and Eve and the foundation of marriage (Matthew 19:4-5, Genesis 1:27, 2:24),
The Lord Jesus Christ traveling through Samaria (John 4), The Corinthians in 1 Corinthians — knowing
the first-century Corinthian cultural and religious setting.
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3. The Grammatical Principle is the interpretive rule requiring careful analysis of the language, syntax,
and word relationships of a text to determine its precise meaning. It focuses on the parts of speech
(verbs, nouns, pronouns, prepositions) according to the normal rules of the original biblical languages.
What is the meaning of the words used according to the original language in which it was written,
keeping the context in view? This helps you analyze a text based upon the standard rules of human
language. Examples: The God of Abraham (Matthew 22:31-32, Exodus 3:6), My Lord (Matthew 22:43-
45, Psalm 110:1), Present tense (John 8:58).

4. The Theological Method is the interpretive rule that recognizes God as the single divine Author of all
Scripture and therefore requires every passage to be understood in full harmony with the entire Bible.
This method asks What is God saying in this text, including truths that may go beyond what the human
author fully understood at the time? How do God’s attributes, attitude, and actions or His restraint from
acting come into view? God is not limited to the human author’s partial understanding. The human
writers were true mouthpieces of God, yet they did not always grasp the full depth or future implications
of what they wrote. This is especially clear in prophecy, where the divine meaning often extends beyond
the prophet’s immediate horizon while remaining consistent with the whole of Scripture. Examples:
Prophets did not fully understand the sufferings and glory of Christ (1 Peter 1:10-11), David spoke of
Christ’s resurrection beyond his own experience (Psalm 16:10, Acts 2:31), God’s restraint and provision
(Genesis 22:10-14, Romans 8:32), Joseph’s trials (Genesis 50:20).

5. The Redemptive/Christocentric Method is the interpretive rule that reads the entire Bible from
Genesis to Revelation as one unified story of God’s saving grace, centered completely on the person,
work, and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. All of Scripture is progressive revelation that moves toward,
reveals, and finds its fulfillment in Him. This method constantly asks Where is the gospel in this text?
Where is the Lord Jesus Christ seen in types, shadows, by implication, by application, or explicitly in
His sufferings, glories, death, resurrection, person, and work? Where is my Redeemer!? The power of
salvation and the power to obey the text are found right here. Any interpretation that obscures this
Christ-centeredness misses the true meaning of the text. Examples: The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12,
John 1:29, 1 Corinthians 5:7), the son that was not spared (Genesis 22, Hebrews 11:17-19, Romans
8:32), The Bronze Serpent (Numbers 21:8-9, John 3:14-15).
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