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a. 
 

Outline – Sunday Service August 30th, 2026 

 
Sermon Title: How Then Shall We LIVE? 
 “Biblical Advice on a Believer Married to an Unbeliever!” 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 
  
1. The Sovereignty of God in irresistibly saving one person in marriage and not the other 

person: And the commitment of the believer in marriage. vv. 12-13 
A. Paul is speaking under the inspiration of our Sovereign God, but communicating 

something the Lord did not explicitly command and teach in the past. 1 Cor. 7:6, 25; 2 
Tim. 3:16-17 

B. Paul is not teaching by implication that it is okay for a believer to marry an unbeliever. 
Gen. 6:1-8; Deut. 7:3-4; Mal. 2:11; 1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14-16 

C. God is seen by inference as being sovereign in saving some people and not all. Rom. 9:10-
21 

D. God through the Apostle Paul is instructing believers again NOT to divorce their 
unbelieving spouse, especially if they want to stay married. Mal. 2:16; 1 Cor. 7:12-13, 15; 
Eph. 5:22-27, 31-32; 1 Pet. 3:1-4 
 

2. The Superiority of Christ’s influence through the believer in their marriage to an unbelieving 
spouse: Covenantal blessings that are mysterious. vv. 14 
A. The Sanctification of the unbeliever is in relationship to the believing spouse is to 

emphasize God’s treatment of them as a one-flesh-union, while still making a spiritual 
distinction. Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:31-32 

B. The Sphere of the unbelieving spouse experiencing external temporal blessing is the 
believing spouse who is in covenant with Christ. Gen. 6:8-18; 17:10-27; Rom. 11:16 
 

3. The Sufficiency of God’s intentions in the believer allowing an unbeliever to divorce them: 
The Call to peace that is rooted in God’s mercies. vv. 15-16 
A. Believers are called to live, as much is possible, in peace with all men as a rule. Rom. 

12:18; 14:19; 2 Cor. 13:11; Gal. 5:22; Heb. 12:14 
B. God, in his providence, through the evil of the unbeliever wanting to divorce, is working it 

out for the believers GOOD in calling them to peaceful relief. Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28-30 
C. Death, Adultery, and the unbeliever wanting to leave are prescribed as the only biblical 

grounds for remarriage. Rom. 7:1-2; Matt. 19:9; Luke 16:18 
 


