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“L.LF.E. In Christ”

Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr.

“Man Shall Not Live by Bread Alone”:
Savoring the Life-giving Word of God
(Matt 4:4/ Deut 8:3/ Jn 6:27)
“Savoring” refers to/and includes the biblical ideas of: Resting (to trust, be content) and Delighting (to enjoy,
be pleased, thankful)
1. Jesus Christ is our Model: The True Israel and Last Adam: Matt 4:1-4

a. Christ prevailed when tempted by Satan: How? He savored God’s Word for nourishment: Jn 4:34

Q. According to the context, what “word that proceeds from the mouth of God” should Jesus have
savored while in the wilderness? (Refer to the immediate context: Matt )

b. Israel failed this test: Deut 8 /Ex 16/ Ps 95: 8-11/ Heb 4:2
c. Adam failed, and all of those he represents: Gen 3:1-8: The Consequence of the Temptation’s Success:

LABORING to “eat” and be filled (Gen 3:17-19/ Eccl 6:7) vs. SAVORING the free and gracious provision
of God (i.e., the tree of Life (Gen 2:9, 16/ Prov 3:13-18; Prov 9 (Wise vs Foolish Communion)

2. Jesus Christ is the Message: The Living Word and True Bread from God! Jn 6:27-35, 41-58
He is the Living Bread of God’s Own Delight: Jn 6:32-33 (Also see Jn 5:20; 8:29)

a. This emphasizes WHERE He came from: the Presence of God: Jn 1:1-3- the One in whom God delights
from “before times” eternity (past): 1 Jn 1:1-4

b. This emphasizes WHO He came for: The “World” of His Elect: God shares His Bread with Us
(Communion!) - Jn 6:1-13/ Jer 2:11-13/ Lk 24: 30-35/ Ps 16:11/

c. This emphasizes WHY He Came: To Give Eternal Life: Jn 6:35-40/ Jn 17:2-3
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