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“L.LF.E. In Christ”
Elder Steven Clough

1.

"The Humbling & Transforming LOVE of Jesus!" — Part 4
John 13:12-20

PART 1
The Humility of Christ exemplified in washing his disciple’s feet: The Prototypical Servant Leader.
Vv. 4-11

A. The General Contextual History: Jewish slaves generally did NOT do the “so-called” degrading
work of washing feet, but GENTILE slaves did. Vv. 4-5; Is. 60:10-14; 61:5

B. The Gospel Condescension perpetuated: the significance of Jesus thinking it not “robbery to be
equal with God,” (see John 13:1-3) “rising,” laying “aside his garments,” taking a “towel,” and
girting himself speaks of his incarnation, life, and death. Mark 10:45; John 10:11, 15, 17-18; Phil.
2:5-8

C. The Gracious Correction made: Only those who Jesus cleanses have fellowship with him and are
GRANTED everlasting life. vv. 6-11; Matt. 16:16; Luke 5:8; John 6:68-69; 2 Pet. 1:16-19

PART 2-3
It is then MANDATED by our Master
The Humility of the Church established in the example set being followed: The Practice of Servant
Leadership. Vv. 12-17

A. The acknowledgment of the Church regarding the authority of Christ: Supreme Teacher &
Sovereign Lord. Matt. 7:29; 13:11; Mark 6:34; John 1:38; 3:2; 11:28; 20:16

B. The affirmation of Christ in the Church’s confession: “For so I AM.” John 10:30; Matt. 23:8-10;
Rev. 17:14; Rev. 19:14-16

C. The Argument that Christ establishes for the church’s conduct: “If... then” Matt. 20:26-28; Phil.
2:2-8, 12-13; Eph. 5:1-2; Heb. 12:1-2

D. The Axiom of Christ binding the Church in the humility of service: Servant is not greater than his
Master. Matt. 10:24-25; John 15:20

E. The Abounding blessing & honor that comes in following Christ lifestyle of humility. Matt. 7:24-
27; Luke 6:46-49; 11:28; John 8:31-32; 12:47-48

PART 4
It is the M of those chosen by our Master

. The Humility of the Chosen explained over against the fraud & the faithless: The Prophecy of Selling

Jesus as a Dead Slave. vv. 18-20
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The Doctrine of Assurance: The C ,E , & O of the
believer knowing they are saved in Christ.

A. The POINT: Jesus does NOT give everyone an assurance of the blessing of salvation. (Why?)
1. The C Elect unto Salvation: The F . John 6:37-40, 64, 68-71

2. The C Evidencing their status: The F .John 13:17; 1 John 5:13;
2:3-5,9-11, 18-20, 29; 3:6, 14

3. The C Execution of Scripture: The F . Ps. 41:9; 55:12-14;
69:25; 109:8 (Acts 1:20); Zech. 11:12-13; Matt. 10:36

B. The PURPOSE: Jesus’ prophecy of the certainty of his Divine knowledge regarding Judas’
betrayal beforehand is for the elect’s strengthening of Faith in him being “I AM.” Is. 41:23; 48:5;
John 8:23-24, 58; 14:29; 16:4; 20:30-31

C. The PRINCIPLE: Receiving Apostolic Preaching & Teaching is to believe in Jesus, and to believe
in Jesus is to set to your seal that God the Father is TRUE! John 12:244-48; 10:40-42; 25:40; Mk.
9:37; Luke 10:16; Gal. 4:14
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