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"The King Priest” 

Psalm 110 
 
 

A psalm of David. 
 

1 The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
 
2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 
 
3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: 
thou hast the dew of thy youth. 
 
 
 
4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 
 
5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 
 
6 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over 
many countries. 
 
7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head. 
 
 
A chiasm (or chiasmus) is a symmetrical literary structure where parallel ideas are presented in a specific order 
and then repeated in reverse (e.g., A-B-C-B-A). The outer elements frame the passage, drawing the reader's 
attention inward to highlight a single focal point or centerpiece at the very middle.  
 
[A] Verse 1: The Lord installs the king - The Father installs and exalts the King at His right hand. 
  [B] Verse 2: The king is sent out to conquer - The King’s scepter of strength is sent forth from Zion. 
    [C] Verse 3: The day of power - The King’s people offer themselves willingly in holy array. 
      [D] Verse 4: (Centerpiece) The Lord swears a solemn oath - The Lord swears His eternal priestly oath. 
    [C1] Verse 5: The day of wrath - The King at God's right hand shatters opposing rulers. 
  [B1] Verse 6: The king goes out to conquer - The King executes universal judgment over the nations. 
[A1] Verse 7: The Lord installs the king - Refreshed at the brook, the King rises in triumphant victory 
 
Allusion: An intentional Old Testament (OT) connection from the New Testament author but is not explicitly 
stated like a direct quotation. With a biblical allusion, the author assumes the reader thoroughly knows the OT text 
to see the connection. 
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1. The importance of the human Author. “A psalm of David” (superscription) - high-stakes debate (Matthew 
22:41–46, Mark 12:35–37, Luke 20:41–44)

2. Divine Proclamation. v1 “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
thy footstool”.

1) Greater than David - Matthew 22:45, Revelation 22:16, Romans 1:3-4, John 8:58.
2) Greater than Angels - Hebrews 1:3-4, 13, 1 Peter 3:22, Ephesians 1:20–21
3) Exalted to God's Side - Acts 2:32–3, 5:30-31, Philippians 2:8–10, Ephesians 1:20
4) Grounds for Intercession - Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:24–26, Hebrews 8:1–2, Hebrews 10:12–14
5) Completion of Sacrifice - Hebrews 1:3, 9:24–26, 10:11-12, 12:2
6) Awaiting Ultimate Conquest - 1 Corinthians 15:24–26, Hebrews 1:13, Acts 2:34–36
7) Sovereign Ruler over All Nations - Matthew 28:18, 1 Corinthians 15:25, Revelation 1:5-6, 19:15–16

3. Divine Oath (Promise). v4 “The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek”. Four elements:

1) Assurance – “The Lord hath sworn” - Hebrews 6:17–18, 7:20–21
2) Appointment – “Thou art a priest” - Hebrews 5:5-6/Psalm 2, Priest and Son/King combination 

language.
3) Unchangeability – “Thou art a priest for ever” - Hebrews 5:5–6, 7:15–17,21
4) The Pattern/Order – “after the order of Melchizedek” (the priest-king of Salem) - Hebrews 5:9–10, 

6:19–20, 7:1–3
5) The Threefold Priestly Duties

The Aaronic High Priest (The Old Covenant 
Shadow) 

The Lord Jesus Christ (The New Covenant Reality) 

Offered animal sacrifices continually. (Leviticus 
16:34, Hebrews 5:1, Hebrews 10:11) ) 

He offered Himself as our sacrifice (Hebrews 9:12, 
Hebrews 10:12) 

Entered into holy places made with hands to 
intercede for the people (Hebrews 9:24a, Exodus 
28:29) 

Entered into heaven itself, now to appear for us. 
(Hebrews 9:24b, Hebrews 7:25) 

Spoke a verbal blessing over a physical assembly. 
Benediction (Leviticus 9:22, Numbers 6:23–24) 

Lifted His hands and actively sent down the 
blessing. Benediction (Luke 24:50–51, Acts 3:26) 


