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Sunday School Outline, 07.05.26 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
What Does God’s Word Say About Singleness & Marriage, part 6 

The Process Leading to Marriage 
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1. Friendship: Mutual Companionship 

 
a) Personal Preparation: Are you ready to marry right now? Song 2:7;3:5; 8:4/Eph 5:22-33/ 1 Tim 3:1-10/ 

Prov 31:10-31/ Titus 2:1-15 
b) Infatuation: Discern “the reasons for attraction”: Song 1:2-17/ Prov 17:17; 18:24; 27:6,9 
c) Information: Conversion, Character, Calling, Communication, Chemistry, Competence, 

Community(family, friends, church)  

 
2. Courtship: Relational Compatibility 

 
a) Submission (to a process): Governed by the present authority of the father: Gen 2:24/1 Cor 7:28-40/ Gen 

24:1-4 
b) Verification/ Vetting by Community: Song 2:15  
c) Selection: Gen 24:5-28; Jn 6:37-40; 17:1-3 

 
3. Betrothal (Engagement): Familial Commitment 

 
a) The Purchase (Dowry): Gen 24:22,35, 53/ Cor 6:15-20/ Eph 1:14/ 1 Cor 6:12-20 
b) The Agreement: Gen 24:49-59 
c) The Preparation: Matt 1:18-25/ Jn 14:2-3 

 
4. Marriage: Perpetual Covenant 

 
a) The Procession: Song 3:6-11/ Matt 25:1-13 
b) The Celebration: Gen 24: 60/ Is 62:5/ Matt 22:1-14/ Rev 19:7-10 
c) The Consummation: Song Ch 4-8Gen 24:63-67/ Jn 17/ Rev 21:1-127; 22:12, 17  
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What Does God’s Word Say About Singleness and Marriage, part 7 
The Preparation for Marriage 

 
Proverbs 24:27: "Prepare your outside work, Make it fit for yourself in the field; And afterward build your 
house.” 
 
1. Motivation: Q. Why do you desire to be married? (What are your highest motivations?) 
 

 
2. Foundation: (BE ADVISED: Deficiency in these areas are likely indicators you are NOT ready for 
marriage) 

a. Identity - Seeking the knowledge of God as our highest pursuit (Jer 9:23-24; Second to this, the 
knowledge of ourselves. Hosea 4:6 

b. Authority - Submitting to the authority of God; this includes human authority 
(fathers/parents, elders, mentors): Judges 17:6 

c. Clarity - Wisdom of instruction will ensure safety and security: Prov 4 
d. Maturity - Our ambition should be to make much progress in spiritual maturation: 1 Tim 4:12-15; 

Establishing a lifestyle of personal discipline is critical: 1 Tim 4:7-8 
e. Stability - Spiritually, mentally, emotionally, sexually, relationally, financially: Ps 37:1-9 
f. Domestic Responsibility - developing the skills proper for fulfilling the required roles in the home: Eph 

5:22-29/ Titus 2:3-5/ 1 Tim 3:1-5/ Prov 31:10-31 
 
 
3. Contextualization: 

1. What is your long term plan financially? 
2. Where do you plan to live? 
3. How does your spiritual life and work relate to the above? 
4. How important is being grounded in a gospel community? 
5. What are your spiritual and educational priorities? 
6. When are you desiring to have children and how many? 
7. What is your perspective on discipling your children? 
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