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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 06.25.2026 @ 7 P.M.
“L.LF.E. In Christ”

Elder Steven Clough

"The Humbling & Transforming LOVE of Jesus!" — Part 1
John 13:4-19

1. The Humility of Christ exemplified in washing his disciple’s feet: The Prototypical Servant Leader. vv. 4-11

A. The General Contextual History: Jewish slaves generally did NOT do the “so-called” degrading work of
washing feet, but GENTILE slaves did. vv. 4-5; Is. 60:10-14; 61:5

B. The Gospel Condescension perpetuated: the significance of Jesus thinking it not “robbery to be equal with
God,” (see John 13:1-3) “rising,” laying “aside his garments,” taking a “towel,” and girting himself speaks
of his incarnation, life, and death. Mark 10:45; John 10:11, 15, 17-18; Phil. 2:5-8

C. The Gracious Correction made: Only those who Jesus cleanses have fellowship with him and are
GRANTED everlasting life. vv. 6-11; Matt. 16:16; Luke 5:8; John 6:68-69; 2 Pet. 1:16-19; Luke 22:24-27

1. His resistance came from his R of Christ, recognizing him as GREATER. Matt.
16:16; Luke 5:8; John 6:68-69; 2 Pet. 1:16-19

2. His resistance was a R of his need of holiness and for the lesson of humility. Luke
22:24-27
3. His resistance was R by the Lord of the New Covenant. Matt. 16:21-23; John

1:29; 1 Cor. 1:30

4. The Lord’s rebuke was his R of the cause of one’s salvation being rooted in
human decision instead of the reality of our salvation being accomplished by divine initiative alone
(this is the truth!). John 10:11, 15, 17-18

It is then M by our Master
2. The Humility of the Church established in the example set being followed: The Practice of Servant
Leadership. vv. 12-17

It is the M of those chosen by our Master
3. The Humility of the Chosen explained over against the fraud & the faithless: The Prophecy of Selling Jesus as
a Dead Slave. vv. 18-19
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