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Sunday School Outline, 06.14.26 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
What Does God’s Word Say About Singleness and Marriage,  part 5 

The Picture of Marriage | Eph 5:22-32 
 

Definition: A true marriage biblically is defined as “a sacred covenant (Mal 2:14) ordained by God (Gen 2:18-
24) between one man and one woman, characterized by a lifelong commitment (Matt 19:5-6) and mutual love 
(Titus 2:4/Col 3:19/ Eph 5:1-2).” 
 

1. Role(s):  
a. Of Marriage in the World: The first earthly marriage pictures the final heavenly Marriage Eph 

5:31-32/ Gen 2:24/ Rev 21:1-4 
 

b. Of Marriage in Society: Human marriage is the foundation of all other God-ordained human 
institutions: Gen 1:26-28/ Ps 127:3-5  
 

c. Of the Husband, as Head: In Marriage/Family, the Church, and Civil Government, God calls men 
to lead. As the Head the man has Divine Authority, Responsibility, and Accountability:  Eph 
5:22-23/ 1 Cor 11:3/ Gen 3:7-9;16-20/  1 Tim 3:1-5 
 

d. Of the Wife, as the Body/Helper: Gen 2:18;23/ Eph 5:25-29/ Titus 2:3-5/Prov 31:10-31 
 

2. Responsibilities:  
a. Mutual Objective: Meeting the needs of the spouse: 1 Cor 7:32-34 

 
b. Mutual Honor, rooted in Love: 

i. The Husband is to lead in love sacrificially, honoring the wife: Eph 5:22-24/1 Pet 3:7 
 

ii. The Wife is to submit in love humbly, honoring the husband: Eph 5:25-29/ 1 Pet 3:1-6 
 


