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Sunday School Outline, 06.07.26 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
What Does God’s Word Say About Singleness and Marriage,  part 4 

 
 

The Apostle Paul, an Example of Stewarding Singleness: 
 

1 Cor 7:7-8, “Abide… even as I” - he uses himself as a model of abiding, which is the context of fruitfulness in 
our Christian calling (whether single or married): Jn 15: 4, 5,7,8,9,10,11  
 
 

1. Singular Devotion, personal desire to remain single for undivided/ sanctified service of God (vv33-35)/ 
“Attend upon”= euprósedros,  “sitting well towards, attend as a servant, to wait upon” (1 Cor 
9:13)/  Acts 9:15/ 1 Cor 9:3-6,12,15-27  
 

2. Spiritual Discernment, that it is good for them (v8)- Paul including himself here, could be indicating 
that he falls into one of two categories (unmarried or widow) and so he encourages them to join him in 
remaining single.  
 

a. Rooted in a biblical understanding of this status as a “gift” from God (v7)/ 1 Pet 4:10 
b. Reflected in God’s Providence - i,e., the removal of personal need for marriage/ the presence of 

contentment, self-control, and joy in God (v40) 
c. Reinforced by a clear understanding of the challenges of not remaining as one is (Matt 19: 11-

12)/  the troubles of one’s calling: 2 Cor 11:23-27 
 

3. Self-Discipline, a habituation of life leading to the “peaceful orderly condition of self-control in the 
individual”- Jay E. Adams (v9)  

a. 1 Cor 9:25-27- Having a “hold or grip” on oneself, especially on the desires or habitual 
responses, thus not dependent on other human beings for that control: Phil 3:12-14; 4:11-13  

b. This does NOT negate the need for community: Paul openly communicated his need of the 
church for many things: emotional and relational connection (1 Tim 1:15/2 Tim 1:8; 4:9-12;16, 
Phil 1:7-8/); intercessory prayer (Eph 1:16-17); Mutual support for ministry (Phil 4:18) 

 
4. Supernatural Dependence, reliant upon Grace to “wait” upon the Lord in service (v35)/ Gal 5:23/2 Cor 

12:7-10 
 

 
 

 


