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Sunday School Outline, 05.24.26 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
What Does God’s Word Say About Singleness and Marriage,  part 3 

Understanding God’s Will for Singlehood |1 Cor 7: 7-9; 17-20, 24 
 
1 Cor 7: 7-9; 17-20, 24: Each individual should discern and decide what is proper for him or herself. (v7) 
The purpose of “abiding” in our calling is so that we might serve the Lord effectively and maximally within the 
context of that calling (v19). 
  

The Value of Serving God in our Singleness: 
a) The privilege of being called by the Gospel while single vs. while married ( vv17-20) 
b) God’s will is obedience in the context of our present status (v19) 
c) Discovering the unique “usefulness” of our present status is the challenge (v21) 
d) A redemptive view of ourselves (united to Christ) is the “counterintuitive blessing” required to mitigate 

against the temptation to discontentment (vv22-24)= He who is single (in the flesh) is married to Christ! 
We are “with God” as we abide! 

e) Freedom from the "cares” (anxieties) of marriage and family obligations means the potential for more 
happiness (in the Lord), not less (vv27-28, 32-35, 40) 

 
 

The Apostle Paul, an Example of Stewarding Singleness: 
1 Cor 7:7-8, “Abide… even as I” - he uses himself as a model of abiding, which is the context of fruitfulness in 
our Christian calling (whether single or married): Jn 15: 4, 5,7,8,9,10,11  
 
 

1. Personal Devotion, desiring to remain single for undivided/ sanctified service of God (vv33-35)/ Acts 
9:15/ 1 Cor 9:3-6,12,15-27 

2. Spiritual Discernment, that it is good for them (v8)- Paul including himself here, could be indicating that 
he falls in one two categories (unmarried or widow) and so he encourages them to join him in remaining 
single.  

 
a. Rooted in a biblical understanding of this status as a “gift” from God (v7) 
b. Reflected in God Providence - i,.e removal of personal need for marriage/ the unique presence of 

contentment,  self-control, and joy in God (v40) 
c. Reinforced by a clear understanding of the troubles/ challenges of not remaining as one is (Matt 

19: 11-12) 
3. Supernatural Dependence, reliant upon Grace to “wait” upon the Lord in service (v35) 

[1Co 7:35 KJV] 35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for 
that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon[G2145] the Lord without distraction. 

 
“Attend upon”= euprósedros,  “sitting well towards, attend as a servant, to wait upon” (1 Cor 9:13)/          
2 Cor 12:7-10/ Phil 4:13 


