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“Psalm 130~
Psalm 130:1-4

Superscription - In biblical terminology, a "superscription" (derives from the Late Latin word “superscriptio”
which means "a writing above or over") refers to an inscription or writing placed above or at the beginning
of'a document, often serving as a title or heading. This term is most commonly associated with the inscriptions
found in the Psalms and the Gospels (Matthew 27:37, Mark 15:26, Luke 23:38, John 19:19) — read more at
https://biblehub.com/topical/s/superscription.htm

1. Divine Authorship

A. 116 of the 150 Psalms have superscriptions (titles or headings — e.g. Psalm 3 “A Psalm of David, when
he fled from his son Absalom™). This leaves 34 “orphan” Psalms with no superscription at all. When
including all Psalms that do not explicitly name a human author, the total number of anonymous
Psalms rises to approximately 50.

B. The Word of God was written by the Holy Spirit (Psalm 2/Acts 4:25; Psalm 69,109/Acts 1:16-20;
Psalm 95/Hebrews 3:7-9; Isaiah 6/Acts 28:25-27)

C. The Divine Author, The Holy Spirit used human instruments to bring about the word of God
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:20-21, Matthew 1:22, Matthew 2:15)

2. The Circumstance - Psalm 130:1
A. “From the depths” (ma'amaqqim) (Psalm 116:1-4, 69:14-15, 25:16-18, Jonah 2:1-2, Psalm 40:1-3)

3. The Cry - Psalm 130:2
A. Cry Out to God to God Alone (Psalm 28:1-2, Psalm 86:1,6; Psalm 88:1-2, Nehemiah 1:4-6, Daniel 9:3-
5,18-19; Hebrews 5:5-7)

4. The Divine Dilemma — Psalm 130:3 - God’s Holiness and Justice vs. Human Depravity
A. God is Holy and Just (Isaiah 6:3, Leviticus 19:2, Exodus 15:11, Deuteronomy 32:4, Job 34:12, Job
37:23, Psalm 99:9, Isaiah 57:15, Revelation 4:8)
B. God will not pardon the guilty (Habakkuk 1:13, Psalm 5:4-5, Psalm 34:15-16, Exodus 34:7, Numbers
14:18, Nahum 1:1-3)
C. We are guilty before a Holy and Just God (Romans 3:9-12,19,23; Romans 5:12, Psalm 143:2, Psalm
14:2-3, Ecclesiastes 7:20, Jeremiah 17:9, Isaiah 53:6, James 2:10)

5. Divine Forgiveness — Psalm 130:4
A. The Lord Jesus Christ is the answer to the dilemma: God is holy and we are not; He who knew no sin
was made sin so that in Him we might be made the righteousness of God. (Corinthians 5:18-21, 1 Peter
1:18-19, Isaiah 53:5,10; Romans 3:25-26, Romans 4:1-8)
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