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Sunday School Outline, 05.03.26 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
What Does God's Word Say About Human Singleness and Marriage? Part 1 

(1 Corinthians 7) 
 
Stewardship: Managing our Gifts and Calling: Both singleness and marriage is a gift. For some 
it is a temporary season. We must recognize God’s will for us in either state and learn how to abide 
with Christ in whatever state we are in presently (1 Cor 7:17-24) 
 
Sex & Spirituality: Matters of Context: Questions from the church on matters of spirituality in 
light of the “Corinthian” culture. The questions Paul answers are often indicated by the recurring 
phrase: “now concerning…” (7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1, 12) 
 
 

Stewarding Singleness: Virgins, Unmarried (Divorced) & Widows 
1. The Answer to sexual immorality: Celibacy vs Matrimony? (1 Cor 7:1-2) 

a) Intimacy is essential to deep healthy relationships, and is not exclusively sexual in nature. 
(Gen 2:18) 

b) Matrimony (marriage) is God’s lawful covenant framework for sexual intimacy. It is not the 
remedy for all sexual immorality (Gen 2:24-25) 

c) Celibacy is a gift that demands exercising self-control. ( 1 Cor 7:8-9; 6:18-20) 

 
 
2. Discerning the Call to Serve the Lord Without Distraction: 

a) Content or Concerned?: Are you content to remain as you are? (1 Cor 7:17-24) 
b) Discerning the Times: Are you ready to deal with present troubles and changing times? (1 

Cor 7:26-29,31) 
c) Clarity of Calling: Are you clear on what God requires in either state? (1 Cor 7:32-35;39-40) 


