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“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 
 

What Does God's Word Say About Human Sexuality? 
Part 1 - The Foundation of a Biblical Sexual Ethic 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18, 24 
 
“A biblical definition of human sexuality frames it as a divine gift created by God, designed to be expressed 
exclusively within a heterosexual, covenantal marriage between one man and one woman. It serves the dual 
purpose of creating a one-flesh, intimate, and loving bond while fulfilling the procreative mandate to be fruitful 
and multiply.” - gotquestions.org 
 
 
God’s Word is the proper foundation for a biblical sexual ethic for humanity. Human sexuality is distinct, and 
Divinely sanctioned only within the framework of God’s design. The following framework provides for a 
proper understanding of God’s design for human sexuality according to the Bible: 
 

1. Creation:  
a. The Divine Pattern and Purpose: Gen 1:26 
b. The Design of the Sexual Binary: Gen 1:27, “male and female He created them”/  
c. The Distinction of Human Sexuality (from animals): Gen 1:28; 2:18–We were made to desire an 

exclusive intimate union of human relationship: 
i. For Pro-creation: Gen 4:1  

ii. For “One-flesh union”: Gen 2:24 
 

2. Covenant:  
a. Marriage is a permanent covenant union: Matt 19:4-6 
b. The Mystery of the Gospel is Reflected: Eph 5:1-5; 22-33 

 
3. Cross-Centered:  (Agape/Love) “Giving of oneself (principle) for the Good of someone else (purpose), 

for the Glory of God (aim)”: Jn 13:34/ Matt 22:37-38- a vertical (toward God) and horizontal (toward 
mankind) expression of Love is the rule. 

 
 
 


