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Sermon Title: “The Priorities of Persecuted Pilgrims:
Living for the Will of God in Christ”
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-11

1. Our Premise & Perspective: Our priorities are ordered in light of the imminence of Christ’s
Second Coming, which is for us:

a. Final Salvation: 1:3-5,9-12

b. Future Grace/ Reward: 1:6-9; 1:13-20

c¢. Vindication for Suffering: 1 Pet 3-4:1-6

2. The Progression & Power of our Value System: A Logical Progression in context of
Christian Suffering:
a. Sobriety (Prayer): clear-minded and self-controlled for unhindered prayer: 1 Pet 1:13; 5:8/
Mt 26:40-41/Mk 13:33-37/ Eph 6:18

b. Charity (Love): The “relational mandate” amongst the Body: 1 Pet 1:22; 2:1; 3:9/ Love
covers sins, as a means of forgiveness and reconciliation: Prov 10:12; 12:6/ Jam 5:15-20/ Mt
18:21-22

c. Hospitality (Entertain Strangers): Heb 13:2/ 1 Jn 3:16-17: Opening our hearts and homes in
service of each other with our gifts: Jn 13:2-17

d. Ministry (Service/Stewardship): We must recognize we have all received “spiritual gifts”
from Christ: Rom 12:6/ 1 Cor 12:7-11/ Heb 10:25. We are called to take seriously our
stewardship entrusted to us by our Lord (Luke 12:35-48) prioritizing:
1. Christ-centered Speech, according to the “Sayings” of God: Mt 10:19-20/ Lk 12:11-12
ii. Grace-empowered Service, according to the Supply of God: Acts 3:1-16/

3. The Purpose & Aim of our Priorities: The praise and glory of God in Christ: 1 Pet 4:12-14;
2:9-12; 4:14-16/ 1 Cor 10:31/ Col 3:17
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