
 
 

  
 

 
Sunday School Outline, 01.18.26 

“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 

Elder Steven Clough 

 
What Does God’s Word Say About His Will for Mankind?  

Genesis 45:4-8; 50:20 
 
Consider these Questions for meditation: 

A. Can we know what God’s will for mankind is in general? 
B. Can we know what God’s will is for us specifically? And if so, to what degree? 
C. How can we know what God is doing & why? 
D. Can we know everything about what God is doing & why, or is there an element of mystery to 

God’s will? 
E. How or by what trustworthy and reliable means can we know the will of God?  

 
If we are to answer the question of our 2026 theme; “How Then Shall We Live?” – We must know the 
will of God concerning how he expects mankind in general, and the believer specifically is to live. 
 

The PERFECT will of God (What God Decrees) 
It is the will of God by which he efficaciously brings to pass whatsoever he decrees & declares 
according to his purposes for his own Glory! His will is infallible (fails not), immutable (does changes 
not), and is issued by divine imperative (by divine authoritative command and power). The comfort of 
the Christian is that God is in Complete Control: for his Glory and our Good. Rom. 8:28 
 

A. This will is s_____________: As ruler and controller of all things, He ordains, decrees and 
brings to pass all things that will most assuredly come to pass. Gen. 1:3; Lam. 3:37-38; Is. 
46:10; Eph. 1:11 

B. This will is s_____________: It is hidden from the human mind, and therefore cannot be 
searched out, found out, or fully comprehended by men. Deut. 29:29; Ps. 25:4; Prov. 25:2; Rom. 
11:33-36; Eph. 1:9 

C. This will is s_____________: in that everything happens as God plans it by his decree and 
omnipotent power, and it always redound to his glory and Christ exaltation. Gen. 50:20; Prov. 
19:21; 21:30; Dan. 4:35 

 
The PRECEPTIVE will of God (What God Expects) 

What God expects of mankind, of angels, of all moral creatures, he has revealed his precepts in his 
Word; the bible (66 books). God’s desires, God’s delights, and what God detests has been revealed to 
mankind. We learn about God as LOVE here, because this is the foundation of all God’s demands. In 
summary of all his precepts, we are to love the Lord as a PRIORITY, and our neighbor as ourselves! 
To be righteous by doing the right thing according to his Law all the time, out of love for him, and 
others is his will. 
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A. This will reveals our Duty and human responsibility. Gen. 1:26-28; 2:11; Micah 6:8; Ec. 12:13; 
Phil. 2:12-13 

B. This will also reveals God’s Disposition (attitude) and judgements for our actions of good and 
evil. Gen. 2:16-17; 6:5-6; Ez. 18:1-9; 33:11 

C. This will reveals the Divine attributes of God’s Holiness, goodness, righteousness, justice, 
mercy, and grace. Ex. 34:5-7 

 
The PERMISSIVE will of God (What God Allows) 

God lets things happen outside of his preceptive will, without directly intervening to prevent it from 
happening, but also does not sanction or approve of the things happening while allowing it because it 
mysteriously is a part of his sovereign/secret will, which brings him glory, but also produces in the end 
the ultimate good of his people. God is not passive in what is taking place in his permissive will, 
however. He is the first cause of all things and is mysteriously directing the actions of the wicked in 
such a way, that he becomes responsible for the good outcome, for his glory. Gen. 45:5-8; Rom. 1:24-
27; Acts 2:23; 4:28 
 

Redemptive WILL of God 
That will which encompasses all of them, and are summed up in Christ, who has the sole task in 
accomplishing the salvation of sinners sovereignly chosen in Christ unto salvation, by his substitute 
sacrifice for their sins! John 6:35-40; Eph. 1:3-7  
 
 

Genesis 50:20 Reveals How Joseph lived to the Glory of God: 
By understanding & believing his multifaceted WILL 

 
1. The D__________ experienced and interpreted by Joseph: The gift of interpreting God’s will by 

the revelation of his WORD. Gen. 37:5-11; 40:5-23; 41:1-9, 25-32 
 

2. The D__________ Joseph carried out: Knowing the Revealed will of God. Gen. 39:2-12 
 

3. The D__________ of Will’s clarified: Man’s Evil intention vs. God’s Good purpose. Gen. 
37:19-36 
 

4. The D__________ of Man’s Will indicated: in violation of God’s Perceptive/moral will. Gen. 
6:5; 50:20A; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:23; 5:12 

 
5. The D_________ of God’s Will over man: Sovereign Decretive will. Gen. 50:20B 

 
6. The D_________ of God’s Will: Preservation of Life (Salvific/Redemptive). Gen. 50:20C 

 
 
 

 


