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What Does the Bible Say About... Men?
Part 1: What is a Man?

Q. Why would we question the identity of a man? Why are we at the point where human beings can no longer affirm
whether they are a male or a female?

Oxford Dictionary:

- Man: noun, “An adult male human being.”

- Male: adjective, “of, relating to, or being the sex that typically has the capacity to produce relatively small,
usually motile gametes which fertilize the eggs of a female.”

1. God’s design and the distinction of the Man vs. the Woman: Scripture defines a “male” as one of two created
sexes, established by God at creation. God created one species (mankind) and two sexes (male and female):

Gen 1:26-27: The inherent value of a MAN is rooted in creation:

a) He is made (fashioned) in the image (idol, representative figure, resemblance) of God and given dominion
over the rest of creation: 2 Cor 4:4

b) He is created by God as a man TO BE a man!- see definition above (vs. a social construct/assignment at birth
or personal self-definition ): Gen 2:7- Formed and fashioned bodily (intelligent and purposeful design)/ Gen
2:18- The Woman was made by God to be compatible to the Man, not identical to Him/ Mat 19:4-6- Jesus
affirmed God’s distinct design.

c) At the time of his creation there was no other human being to compare himself to, and no other sex to identify
himself as other than what God made him to be - Gen 1:17; 2:8;18

2. Man’s proper affirmation of and operation in God’s purpose for Him:

Gen 2:15-25: Men are distinct from Women with regard to:
a) God-ordained Authority (Order), Gen 2:20-23: The order of human creation reflects God’s plan and
illuminates the unique roles that Man occupies in relation to the Woman: 1 Tim 2:13
b) God-given Responsibility (Headship): Gen 2:23-25; 3:6/ Eph 5:23-33/ 1 Cor 11:3-5
¢) God-ward Accountability: Gen 2:15-16; 3:7-10; 16-19

3. The definition of a Man is clarified by the Person and Work of Jesus Christ:
a) The only perfect human who ever lived on earth was a MAN-Jesus! Gen 3:15/ Heb 4:14-15
b) A Man is a human being created and redemptively renewed in the image of God, who is Christ: Col 1:15/ Col
3:10
c) Every fallen man who is redeemed by Christ is on a journey of conformity to Him- the God-MAN: 1 Tim 2:5/
Rom 5:12-21/ 1 Cor 15:22,45
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