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Sunday School Outline, 12.21.25 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 
 
 

"What does the Bible say about Celebrating Holidays?” 
 

“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to 
the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” - Col 2:8 

 
1. What the Bible says about “holy days”: 

a. Under the ceremonial law, God commanded holy days and feast days: 
i. Sabbath: Gen 2:1-3/ Ex 20:8-11 

ii. New Moon festivals:  Ps 81:3/ Num 10:10/ Is 1:13–14 
iii. Seven Annual Feasts: Lev 23 

b. God’s purpose and prescription of them in Old Covenant was used in God’s economy to set His people apart, 
to remind them of God’s faithfulness, to catechize His people, and to serve as a public witness to the world: 
Ex 12:14-27 

c. They were foreshadows of and fulfilled by the Person and Work of Jesus Christ: Matt 5:17-18/ Rom 10:4/ Col 
2:11-19/ 1 Cor 5:8 

d. God’s people observed other celebratory events that were not mandated by God: 
i. Purim – the remembrance of deliverance of the Jews: Esther 9:20–22 

ii. Hanukkah (Feast of Dedication) – Jesus observed it: John 10:22 
 
2.  Biblical Principles for observing holiday celebrations: 

a. Appreciate our liberty:  
i. We have freedom to celebrate or not to celebrate: Col 2:16 

ii. Be clear about what you are celebrating and why: Romans 14:5–6 
b. Avoid idolatry:  

i. Not making void the commands of God: Matt 15:3 
ii. Not imitating pagan worship customs: Deuteronomy 12:29–32 

      c.  Advance God’s glory: Romans 14:6 / 1 Cor 10:31 
 
Conclusion: We are not bound by legalism, but rather compelled to celebrate during the Christmas season because of 
the greatness of the person and work of Christ and the great need of our witness of this good news in the world. 
 
 


