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Sunday School Outline, 11.30.25 
“What Does God’s Word Say About That?” 
Elder Steven Clough 
 
 

What Does God’s Word Say About Capital Punishment? 

“The Death Penalty!” 

Genesis 9:5-17 
 
Questions to Consider: 

1. What are some of the reasons against the death penalty? 
a. A f__________ Justice system: 
b. A f__________ right is being ignored: the constitutional right to life. 
c. The f__________ cost of the death penalty being more expensive than life in prison: Convenience. 
d. The f__________ of bringing closure or deterrence for future killings. 

 
2. Where are we as a country with regards to the death penalty? 27 with Death Penalty/23 Without 

a. California/Ohio/Pennsylvania currently have a Pause on Executions by Executive Action. 
b. “In California on Mar. 13, 2019, Gov. Gavin Newsom said “I will not oversee the execution of any person 

while Governor...Our death penalty system has been, by all measures, a failure.” 
Office of the Governor Gavin Newsom, Governor Gavin Newsom Orders a Halt to the Death Penalty in 
California, March 13, 2019” 

 
3. What should be the basis of determining whether the death penalty is good or evil, whether it is right or 

wrong, whether it should be made a law or outlawed? 
a. Who has the authority over human life to determine the matter? (Establishing the J_________) 
b. What is the process by which crime is considered categorically worthy of the death penalty?  
c. What is the value of a human life taken in murder? (Establishing J___________) 

 
Context: The Divine Covenants 

- Our Bible is divided into T________ Covenants: Old/New Covenant 
- Our Bible distinguishes T_________ major Covenants:  

1. The Covenant of Redemption: The Triune Counsel and Collaboration in accomplishing eternal live for 
elect sinners. 

2. The Covenant of Works: The Conditions of an eternal relationship with God.  
3. The Covenant of Grace: The blessings/benefits of an eternal relationship with God, based upon God’s 

unmerited and demerited favor in Christ Jesus.  
 

- Our Bible describes several Covenant: 
1. The A________ Covenant - Gen. 1-3; Hos. 6:7; Rom. 5 
2. The N________ Covenant - Gen. 6:18 – Genesis 9:16-17 
3. The A________ Covenant - Gen. 12-17:7, 19 
4. The M________ Covenant - Ex. 2:24; 6:4-5; 24:7-8 
5. The D________ Covenant - 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Ps. 89:2-4 
6. The N_________ Covenant - Jer. 31:31-34; Luke 22:20 

 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/03/13/governor-gavin-newsom-orders-a-halt-to-the-death-penalty-in-california/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/03/13/governor-gavin-newsom-orders-a-halt-to-the-death-penalty-in-california/
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- Biblical durations of the Covenants: Either Temporary or Permanent.  
 

- Our Bible determines that there’s ONE unifying Theme of the Covenants: The Immanuel Principle. Gen. 
3:15; Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:21-23 
 

- Our Bible defines a divine Covenant as: A relationship bond, that is binding by blood oath and is by God 
sovereignly administered. 

 
- Biblical DEATH Penalty is established in what Covenant that binds all the human race to it still today for 

murder (taking of a human life)? The Noahic Covenant. Genesis 9 
1. It was established POST fall - Gen. 2:16-17; 3; Rom. 5:12 
2. It was established after the divine and universal PUNISHMENT of the Flood - Genesis 6-8 
3. It was established PRIOR to the Mosaic Covenant (OT) - Ex. 20-21 
4. It was established within a PERMANENT Covenant - Gen. 9:16 
5. It was established in a covenant of PROMISE – Genesis 9:11-15 
6. It was established in context of continued blessing & PROLIFERATION – Gen. 9:1-4 
7. It was established in order to PRESERVE human life – Genesis 9:5-6 

 
A. God is requiring the PRICE of a sinner who takes another life (life for a life). Ex. 21:12-14 
B. God is requiring the PENALTY to be executed by Man (human government is being established 

with Adam #2, a believer!) Rom. 13:1-8 
C. God is the POSSESSOR and the establisher of the value of Human life, which is the reason for 

the death penalty: “for in the image of God made he man.” – Gen. 9:6 
D. This is a PRINCIPLE that holds sinners accountable before God, and is designed to be 

preventative. Rom. 6:23 
E. God is only PROPITIATED in his wrath towards our sins in Christ, who innocently suffered a 

PUBLIC execution of capital punishment. Luke 23:39-46 
 
Conclusion: The death penalty is given by God almighty, ruler of heaven and earth! It is His rule for human 
government, and his requirement for the sin of murder. It is the instrument to execute both vengeance and justice 
upon those who devalue human life by taking it. Anything short of it is sin against God at the governmental level, a 
degradation of human life, a distortion of justice, the devaluing of the Imago Dei, and a diminishing of the glory of 
God in JESUS Christ! John 1:14; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3 
  


