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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 11.13.2025 @ 7 P.M.
“L.LF.E. In Christ”
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr.

“Death MUST be Defeated...so We Can Be Free!” | John 11:38-44/ 1 Cor 15:12-26

1. The greatest problem of Mankind depicted (v38):
Man by nature is spiritually dead. Eph 2:1-3;4:17-19/ Col 2:13/ Rom 6:23/ 1 Jn 5:12

2. The participation of the living demanded (vv39-40):
“Take away the stone "= Believers are called to be the means by which the door of truth is opened for others in
need of Christ:

a) To remove the barrier of separation

b) Human weakness requires collaboration

c) As an act of “the obedience of faith”

3. The power of Christ over death demonstrated (vv41-44):
a) The source (vv41-42): Jesus’ public prayer humbly directs our attention to God the Father and not
Himself. Jn 5:18-24; 17: 2 /1 Cor 15:26-28; 57
b) The means (v43): The Divine Call to Life. Gen 1:1-3/ Ezek 37:1-14
¢) The evidence and significance (v44): “he who had died came out”= TRANSFORMATION

1. Jesus’ raising of Lazarus points to the ultimate sign miracle: Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead:
Jn 1:4-5;2:18-19

2. Which is the grounds for our spiritual resurrection: Jn 1:11-13; 1 Pet 1:3/ Rom 6:4-5

3. Which is the firstfruits (pattern) of our future bodily resurrection and the glorification of the heavens
and earth, unto everlasting life Rom 8:11/ Acts 2:24/ Phil 3:21/ 1 Thess 4:14-17/ Cor 15:20/ Eph 1:19-20

d) The need for a further experience of liberty (v44): “Loose him and let him go” = Lazarus was in need of
help from others to be fully free:
o He was still bound = temporary bondages/ freedom from remaining indwelling sin
o He was still identified with death = “the putting away” of spiritual growth/maturity (Gal 5:1/1 Cor
13:11/Heb 12:1). Resurrection life includes this process of liberty (sanctification unto glory)
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