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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 11.06.2025 @ 7 P.M.  
“L.I.F.E. In Christ” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 
 

The Compassion of God and our Grief | John 11:28-40  
  
Theodicy = Etymology: Theos, “god” + dike, “justice,” meaning “vindication of God”   
  
The question of Theodicy concerns the problem of vindicating of God’s goodness and providence in view of the 
existence of evil: How can an all-good and all-powerful God allow evil and suffering?  
  
  
Syllogism: The Classical Logical Problem of Evil   
  
1. If God is all-powerful, He can prevent all evil.  
2. If God is all-good, He would want to prevent all evil.  
3. Evil exists.  
4. Therefore, an all-powerful, all-good God does not exist.  
  
 
The Bible reconciles the problem of theodicy by its central message, the Gospel (Romans 8:14-29): 
  
1. Affirming God’s sovereignty and goodness: Is 55:8-9/ Dan 4:35// Ex 34:6/Ps 145:9/ Mk 10:18 
2. Explaining the moral cause (human sin): Gen 3:16-19/ Rom 5:12 
3. Demonstrating God’s redemptive response in Christ: Is 53:3-5/ 1 Pet 2:21/ Heb 2:14-18 
4. Showing that suffering has temporary and refining purposes: 2 Cor 4:17/ Jam 1:2-4/ 1 Pet 1:3-7  
5. Promising future restoration where suffering and evil will end forever: Rev 21:3-4/ Rom 12:19/ 2 Pet 3:13 
  
  Q. How do we see the Compassion of God in our Grief? 
 
 1.  He calls out to the grieving (vv28-32): 

a) His compassionate concern for us: 1 Pet 5:6-7/ Matt 11:28-30/ Ps 34:18 
b) To draw us away from false comforters (v28) 
c) To give us the kind of comfort we need (uniquely) – i.e., Martha vs. Mary 
d) What should we do? Run to Him! (v29): Prov 18:10 

  
 2.  He groans as we grieve (vv33-38):  
     a) A righteous groaning vs. a hopeless grieving (v33): Rom 8:14-29 
     b)  His tears are not like ours (v35) 
  
  3. He proves His glorious power over death (vv39-40) 
     a)  His compassion moves Him to deal with Death: 1 Cor 15:20-28, 55-58 
     b)  He demands that our faith and hope are in Him: 1 Pet 1:18-21 
     c)  His glory is seen in His Son! Jn 1:14-18 


