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a. Outline – Sunday Service November 2nd, 2025 

 
Sermon Title: Conflict Management for the Sake of Christ-Centered Unity 
 “Who are We?” 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 
 
Context/ Recap: The Danger of Unchecked Carnality:  

a) Expressed in Envy (Acts 13:45) => Strife (Jam 3:14-16) => Divisions (Rom 16:17) 
 

b) Exposing the “party spirit” and the idolatry of self : This is the Devil’s device (Gen 3:1-8) 

 
If we will properly grow spiritually we must not only have a proper view of ourselves, but we must 
properly value the ministers God has given to  us by: 

 
I.  Appreciating the Spiritual Identity and function of gospel ministers (vv5-7): 

 
1.  The Instrumentality of gospel ministers as  given by God (v5): Mat 20:28 
     a.  instruments/ gifts, by which faith is produced - 1 Cor 4:1-2, 6-7/ Rom 10:14-17 
     b.  As instruments- we do not exalt ourselves- 2 Cor 4:5-7; 6:1,4/Gal 6:3 

 
2. The Diversity of function is needed for our growth (v6): 

a. The Lord has given to each one their own ministry/task by grace: 1 Cor 9:17/ Rom 12:3-6/ 1 Pet 
4:10 

b. Growth requires first planting, - laying the foundation: preparation, cultivation, sowing = 1 Cor 
15:1-11 

c. Growth  unto maturity also requires watering (irrigation) - Prov 11:25/ Acts 18:24-19:1 
 

3.  The Sovereignty God in ministry success (v7) 
     a.  God alone should be exalted because only God makes things grow!- Col 1:10/ Jn 15:5 
     b.  The Humility of ministers is required for usefulness:  1 Tim 1:15/ 2 Cor 4:7 –  

 
 
II.  Affirming the Spiritual Unity and purpose of gospel ministers (vv8-9):  

 
1.  Their unity in ministerial labor– One in purpose: 1 Cor 3:18-22 
 
2.  The proper focus of the minister- accountability to God: Jn 4:36-38/ 1 Cor 15:58/ 2 Cor 5:9-11 
 
3.  The highest privilege of all ministers- God’s fellow workers for the growth of His people: Matt 9:35-
38 


