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“What Does God’s Word Say About That?”
Elder Steven Clough

What Does God’s Word Say About “Ghosts?”
Luke 16:19-31; Heb. 9:27-28
= What is Death?
= What is a ghost?
= Where do ghosts (the souls of those who have died) go upon death?
= Do ghosts (the souls of those who have died) haunt people who are alive upon this earth?
= Can ghosts (the souls of those who have died) communicate with people who are alive upon this earth?

Terms: Ghost (13) | spirit (7317)

= OT - (Ghost) Gava — H1478 (To breath out, and by way of implication, to expire) — to breath your last
breath, to give up the ghost. In short, it refers to the moment the spirit of men and women separate from the
body in death. Therefore, this Hebrew term restricts the translation of a ghost to a human spirit that departs from
its body. Genesis 25:8, 17; 35:29; 49:33; Job 3:11; 10:18; 11:20; 13:19; 14:10; Jer. 15:9; Lam. 1:19

= OT - (spirit) Ruwach — H7307 (resemblance of wind, breath, life, anger, by extension a region in the sky, or

by resemblance a rational spirit being; whether human, angelic, or divine). Genesis 1:2; 41:7-8; Judges 9:23;
Ez. 37:12-14; 1 Samuel 16:14-15

= NT — (spirit) pneuma — G4151 — a current of air (breath or blast) or a breeze, or a rational spirit being,
whether human, angelic, or divine. Matt. 1:18; 3:11; 12:13; 27:50; Mark 15:37-39; Luke 23:46; John 19:30;
Acts 5:5, 10; 12:23; h (evil spirits which speak, moved, and assaulted physically);

Tension: A ghost can refer to God’s Spirit, or to human being’s soul/spirit, or an angel.

Topic: What happens to the human soul upon death, according to scripture, and why?

Text: Luke 16:19-31 & Hebrews 9:27-28

1. TheF destination of the soul upon death: Heaven or Hell, based upon God’s Judgement. vv.
22; Heb. 9:27-28

2. TheF damnation of the sinful in hell and the rest of those redeemed: Only two places to go.
vv. 23-24; Rev. 14:10-11

3. TheF decision of God concerning the destination of souls: pre-ordained, and prepared. vv.
24-26; Rom. 9:21-24

4. TheF denied regarding the dead going back to communicate with the living: The
instrumental means of salvation is NOT the testimony of resurrected saints. vv. 27-30

5. God’sF Deliverance from Hell: Revealed in the inerrant, infallible, immutable, and all-

sufficient Word of God concerning of the PERSON and finished WORK of Christ on the cross for
sinners. Ps. 19:7-11; 2 Tim. 4:15-17; 1 Cor. 15:1-4



TRUTH: Ghosts, referring to the human spirit, is either in heaven or hell after death only, and is NOT left upon
the earth to torment, haunt, comfort, communicate or avenge their death with people on this earth still alive.
However, those who are spirits, who do torment, torcher, haunt, shape-shift into images of loved ones (as angels
of light), and possess people are DEMONS. Therefore, Halloween, though in its pagan origin is associated with
the living contacting, communicating with, and fellowshipping with human ghosts, it is in all actuality
witchcraft, communicating with and celebrating demons, darkness, death, and destruction. It should NOT be
celebrated by the Christian. Deut. 18:10-12; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Eph. 4:8-11; 1 Thess. 5:21-22

TESTIMONY: Jesus came assuming a human nature, possessing a human soul, living under the law perfectly
for other elect human souls, dying on Calvary’s tree to pay the penalty for his elect sinful and human souls, and
raised from the dead bodily for the salvation for his elect human souls. All those who believe on him, when they
die, are absent from the body, but present with the LORD in heaven! (2 Cor. 5:8) Those who die without Christ
are absent from the body, and but are in hell before the Lord forever! (Rev. 14:10-11)

TACTIC: We are called not to celebrate Halloween, but we are called to evangelize those who do with the truth
in a winsome and wise way. (1 Cor. 9:20-23) We are in the world, but not friends with it. (James 4:4) Come out
to the Flores home on October 31%, as we celebrate the Reformation, so that we can pass out candy to the lost,
which will have contained in them the message of the gospel, calling them to repentance and faith in Christ! Not
tricks, only gospel treats!

What are the origins of Halloween?
Article from GotQuestions.org

“Whatever the history and origins of Halloween, Halloween is celebrated in many different ways by all
sorts of people around the world. Traditionally, it was known as All Hallows’ Eve, when the dead were
remembered. Over time, it became cultural. For Americans, it has become extremely commercialized.
We begin to see Halloween decorations in the stores several months in advance. Unfortunately, the
emphasis on this commercialized holiday has shifted from innocent costumes to a much more evil and
pointed attraction to all things hideous and pagan. Satan has undoubtedly made this commercialized
holiday into something that has subtly focused on the ugly and demonic.

What are the origins of Halloween? Many believe the festival of Samhain to have been the beginning
of the Celtic year. At Samhain, farmers brought livestock in from summer pastures and people gathered
to build shelters for winter. The festival also had religious significance, and people burned fruits,
vegetables, grain, and possibly animals as offerings to the gods. In ancient Celtic stories, Samhain was
a magical time of transition when important battles were fought and fairies cast spells. It was a time
when the barriers between the natural world and the supernatural were broken. The Celts believed that
the dead could walk among the living at this time. During Samhain, the living could visit with the dead,
who they believed held secrets of the future. Scholars believe that Halloween’s association with ghosts,
food, and fortunetelling began with these pagan customs more than 2,000 years ago.

Many of the customs of the pagan Celts survived even after the people became “Christianized.” In the
800s A.D., the church established All Saints' Day on November 1. About two hundred years later, it
added All Souls' Day on November 2. This day was set aside for people to pray for friends and family
who had died. People made many of the old pagan customs part of this Christian holy day. Some
people put out food for their ancestors, or left a lantern burning in the window so that ghosts could find
their way home for the night. Through the years, various regions of Europe developed their own
Halloween customs. In Wales, for example, each person put a white stone near the Halloween fire at
night and then checked in the morning to see whether the stone was still there. If it was, the person
would live another year.”



https://www.gotquestions.org/Christians-celebrate-Halloween.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/All-Saints-Day.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/All-Souls-Day.html

