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“What Does God’s Word Say About That?”
Elder Steven Clough

“Pastors & Elders”
Is there a Difference?
1 Peter 5:1-4

Tradition vs. Truth
Tradition: the handing down of statements, beliefs, legends, customs, information, etc., from generation to
generation, especially by word of mouth or by practice.

Truth: Reality according to the one true God, which is revealed in God’s Word (John 17:17), and is realized
fully in God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord. (John 14:6; 18:37)

= If a denomination makes a distinction between an Elder and a Pastor, does that make it true?

= If a denomination makes no distinction between an Elder and a Pastor, does that make it true?

= Is there a distinction between an Elder and a Pastor, or are they absolutely one and the same?

= Do Pastors have more authority than an Elder?

= Do Elders have more authority than Pastors?

= Is one primary Pastor over a Church, with elders or additional pastors serving with him biblically supported?
= What is the purpose of Elders and or Pastors?

= What does God’s Word say about Elders and Pastors despite what we’ve heard, seen, and experienced?

Terms:  Pastor (mowfiv) |  Elder (npeoBotepoc) | Overseer/Bishop (énickomoc)

= Pastor (poimén) - “a shepherd (figuratively) someone who the Lord raises up to care for the total well-being
of His flock (the people of the Lord).” It is a gift given to the Church for its edification and growth through
teaching and preaching. Jer. 3:15; Eph. 4:7-11

= Elder (presbyteros) — “a mature man having seasoned judgment (experience); an elder.
The NT specifies elders are men.” It is an office within the Church appointed by God to oversee a local
assembly that belongs to Christ as his body, bride and flock. Ex. 3:16; 1 Tim. 5:17; Tit. 1:4-9

= Overseer/Bishop — an overseer; a man called by God to literally "keep an eye on" His flock (the Church, the
body of Christ), i.e. to provide personalized (firsthand) care and protection. Gen. 39:4-5; Acts 20:28; 1 Tim.
3:1-2; Titus 1:7

Text: All three terms are used in 1 Peter 5:1-4, with Jesus Christ being the embodiment of them all. John 10:10;
Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25

1. The Strengthening exhortation of an Elder to fellow Elders. vv. 1; Luke 22:31; John 21:15-17; Acts 2:22-24
2. The Sanctifying call of an elder to FEED the flock of God as Pastors/Overseers. Acts 20:17-28; 1 Tim. 5:17
3. The Chief Shepherds perfect crown of Glory for faithfully caring for his flock. 1 Pet. 2:25; Heb. 13:20




Therefore: The office of Eldership in the Church is given in God’s Word to shepherd the flock of Jesus Christ,
through the faithful ministry of the Word, which provides spiritual nourishment, oversight & protection to the
sheep of Christ. There are technically only TWO offices in the Church: Elders & Deacons.

Tension: There are distinctions within the office of an Elder by the functions — Ruling vs. Teaching. 1 Tim.
5:17

In the scriptures, you had singular “Shepherds” either literally, or metaphorically, with a plurality of help:

1. Adam (metaphorically, as he was commanded to rule, have dominion, and care for/till the garden. He
also was the federal head over all of mankind, called to care for his family... in which he failed). Gen.
1:26-28

2. Abel/Abraham/Isaac/Jacob. Gen. 4:4; 22

Moses (Ex. 3:1ff) & Levi & the 70 Elders (Num. 11:13-17)

4. The Judges: (Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (with Barak), Gideon (with 300 men), Tola, Jair,

Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson)

The King’s of Israel, starting with David (2 Sam. 5:2; Ez. 34:23)

Fathers are shepherds of their family, which is a qualification for an Overseer. 1 Tim. 3:4-5

7. Jesus is the Good, Great, and Chief Shepherd of the Church... but calls many Elder/shepherds to care
collaboratively for his flock. 1 Pet. 5:4
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Testimony: According to scripture, we see elders functioning as pastors/shepherds, possessing equal authority,
and giving oversight to the Church, within a plurality. We also see that the Word of God supports a singular
Elder/Pastor/Overseer in God’s Church, not having more authority than the other Elders, but more responsibility
by God calling them to the task as Lead Elder/Pastor over his flock. Therefore, there is both a Unity between the
Pastor/Elder in authority, and yet a distinction between a Pastor/Elder in responsibility.



