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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 10.16.2025 @ 7 P.M.  
“L.I.F.E. In Christ” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 
 

“Following Christ and Faith(fulness) over Fear of Death” | John 11:7-16 
 

 
 

Historical Timeline in John’s Gospel:  
 

Ch. 10 Ch. 11 Ch.12 
Feast of Dedication- 
Nov/Late Dec 
(10:22) 
Jesus flees to Bethany 
“beyond Jordan”  
(10:39-40) 

Jesus goes to Bethany 
“near Jerusalem” to 
raise Lazarus from the 
Dead. (11:1,18) 
 

 Jesus retreats to 
Ephraim with His 
disciples until the 
Feast of Passover 
draws near. (11:53-57) 
 

Jesus returns to 
Bethany (near 
Jerusalem) to feast 
with Lazarus and his 
family. (12:1) 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
(“the triumphal entry”) 
for His last Passover 
feast (April), where 
He will be crucified. 
 (12:12-19) 
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 “Following Christ and Faith(fulness) over Fear of Death” | John 11:7-16 
 

1.       How fear can arise in followers of Christ (vv7-8): 
a. When Christ directs us into the threat of suffering and death (v7) 
 
b. Fear is often expressed in our questioning the Lord (v8)  
     i.  when we are self-focused vs. Christ-focused and others-focused: Matt 16:21-23 
     ii.  when we lack clarity on the will of God for us  
 

2.  Why followers of Christ should not fear death (vv9-10): 
a.  The length of our days is appointed by God (v9a): Ps 139:16/ Jn 9:1-5/Lk 13:31-33/ Matt 10:28 

 
      b.  The presence of Christ with us, as Light: It is the Lord who leads us (v9b): 
      Ps 23: 3-4/ Is 41:10/ Jn 12:35-36/ Prov 3:21-27; 4:18-19 
 
      c. The power of Christ in us, as Life (v10): Jn 8:12/ Acts 20:24/ Eph 5:1-2,8-17 

 
3.  Why Christ leads us into fearful situations (vv11-16): 
     a.  The need of others: The Light and Life of Christ= to be “awakened” (vv11-14):  
     1 Jn 2:10-11 / Dan 12:2/ Jn 5:24-29/ 1 Cor 15:18;51 / 1 Thess 4:14-15/ Eph 5:8,14 

 
    b.  Our need: Strengthening of our faith vs. self-based courage (vv15-16):  
    1 Pet 1:5-9/ Jam 1:2-4/ faith for a future mission: Jn 13:36-38/ Matt 26:35/Lk 22:31-33/ 2 Cor 4:5-18 

  
  

 


