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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 10.09.2025 @ 7 P.M.
“L.I.F.E. In Christ”
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr.

The Surprising Love of Christ in our Suffering | John 11:1-6

The Order & Structure of John’s Gospel Account

Ch. 1 Ch. 2-4 Ch. 5-7 Ch. 8-10 Ch. 11-12 Ch. 13-17 Ch. 18-19 Ch. 20-21
Prologue “The Book of Signs” “The Book of Glory” Epilogue
(1:1-18) (1:19/12:50) (13-20) 21)
Introduction Early Rising Radical Conclusion The The Passion The
Ministry Opposition Confrontation Farewell Resurrection
Incarnation Presentation Opposition Preparation Crucifixion Resurrection
John’s -Water to Wine -Heals Lame Man -Raising of Lazarus -Post Resurrection
Personal -Cleansing of the | -Feeds 5000+ Appearances
Testimony Temple -Walks on Water
-Miraculous
-Heals the -Heals Man Born Blind Catch of Fish
Official’s Son

Jesus’ Self-Identification

Divine Authentication

Sayings (“I AM” statements)

Jesus employs the term “I AM” corresponding to the covenant name of God
(YHWH) in the Old Covenant. He further indicates His purpose, power, and
promise through predicates that describe His special relationship to His people:

I AM the bread of life (6:35)

I AM the light of the world (8:12)

[ AM the door of the sheep (10:7)

I AM the good shepherd (10:11)

I AM the resurrection and the life (11:25)
I AM the way, the truth, and the life (14:6)
I AM the true vine (15:1)
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Signs (miracles) = (17x) sémeion

A sign, mark, token; miracles and wonders by which God
authenticates the men sent by him,
or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God's

. Water into wine (2:10-11)

. Healing of the centurion’s son (4:53-54)
. Healing of the lame man (5:5-9)

. Feeding the 5,000 (6:1-13)

. Walking on water (6:18-21)

. Healing the man born blind (9:1-7)

. Raising of Lazarus (11:41-44)

Context & Timeline: John chapter 11 marks the “conclusion” of “the Book of Signs” (ch. 2-12), as

he records the final and climactic sign miracle, along with the last recorded “I AM statement” of Jesus
Christ. This section marks a significant transition, both in the literary structure of John’s gospel

and in the public ministry of Jesus. The contextual setting of John 11-12 surround the end of Jesus’ earthly

ministry and the last week of His earthly life prior to His crucifixion.

- Feast of Dedication (Nov/Late Dec): Jesus flees from the Jews in Jerusalem to Bethany “beyond the

Jordan” (10:22,40).

- Jesus goes to Bethany (near Jerusalem) to raise Lazarus from the Dead (11:1,18)

- Jesus retreats to Ephraim with His disciples until the Feast of Passover draws near (11:53-55)

- Jesus returns to Bethany (near Jerusalem) to feast with Lazarus (12:1-2) and his family, then enters
Jerusalem (“the triumphal entry”)for His last Passover feast (April), where He will be killed (12:12-19).

=
)
o
<
x
Caesarea p oy

w
o -
Z/samarl
<
3
a

~eAntipatris
Joppa

(Japhoy)
®Lydda

APt

JamAta—
&fistdod

"“\JUDAEA

Jerusale;

Ashkeloh

-
Beersheba

IDUMAEA

& (GAULANITIS

o
[P‘;Zma‘sj Capemaui & Bethsaida ,
Ma%ﬂa\a oy f
GALILE Gennesaret
. ~  Tiberias * S
g Canae s
\ sNazareth ; ¥

Sebastz®

® primathaea

e Emmaus

® Hebron

O Lake Huleh

Chorazin ® |

D
Nain ) EC“»BO(
‘s

ePela
Aenon o

(salim) '
% (

®Sychor®

Alexandrium®

| | PERAEA
®Ephraim Philageiphia e
deEshn & N

Khibet L
1m0 g Qurmran & Bethany
Bethar

®Bethiehem
.
Herodium

-
Machaerus

A

Bible History O‘\h@

* church building: 1960 N Tracy Blvd., Tracy, CA 95376 « phone: 510.886.9782 « email: cogbctracy@gmail.com * website:
www.gracebiblechurchtracy.com ¢ social media: Facebook, Instagram, YouTube: @gbctracycampus



The Surprising Love of Christ in our Suffering | John 11:1-6

1. The People Identified (vv1-2):
a) A family known by Jesus’ love: 11:5, 36 / Lk 10:38-42

b) Mary’s honorable mention: Jn 12:1-7 / Matt 26:12-13

2. The Problem Interpreted (vv3-4):
a) The urgent news, V3,

“He whom you LOVE...” = phileo , to be a friend, i.e. have affection for (denoting
personal attachment, as a matter of sentiment or feeling)

“...1s SICK”= astheneo, without strength; weak, impotent, diseased: Rom 8:3
b) Jesus’ transcendent response, v4
“glory” = the intrinsic weight and worth of God and His works; “His excellencies”

“Glorified" = to tell the truth about God; put his glory on display: Jn 9:1-5 /Gen
1:26-27/ Rom 3:23; 1:18-21

Jesus perfectly and eternally glorifies God, in His Person and His Works:
Jn 1:18,14:6/ Matt 11:27/ Col 1:15/ Heb 1:3/Jn 17:1-5/ 1 Pet 4:11
3. The Paradox Initiated (vv5-6):

a) Jesus love for them is much greater than they presently percieve:

agapad = this love is “is wider than phileo embracing especially the judgment
and the deliberate assent of the will as a matter of principle, duty and propriety.”

b) Jesus surprising love is demonstrated by His delay:

The issue of “Theodicy”: Is God justified in our experience of evil? His Glory and
the Gospel demands it! Rom 3:20-26/ Acts 2:23 / Rom 8:28-29
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