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Deacon Rommel Flores

Dependence on God’s Mercy:
Justification by Faith Alone in Christ Alone
Luke 18:9-14

I- Applying what we learned:
a. Identify the writing style — parabolic style (9a), parable
b. Identify the characters — some people who trusted in themselves (9a), Pharisee (10b),
Publican/Tax Collector (10b)

2- Self-worth produces hate towards others (Luke 18:9)
a. despised - exouthened (ex-oo-then-eh'-0) - to count as nothing, to treat with utter contempt,
e.g. Cain (Genesis 4:5-9), Prodigal son’s older brother (Luke 15:11-32)
b. There’s hope through Christ Alone (Philippians 3:1-10)

3- The Pharisee’s prayer (Luke 18:11-12)
a. Disposition (Luke 18:11)
1. Standing - to be seen of men (Matthew 6:5-8)
ii. Thanking God for his superiority. Reality check (Romans 3:23, Ecclesiastes 7:20)
b. Fast twice a week (Luke 18:12)
i. Tradition over biblical mandate (Leviticus 16:29-31, Leviticus 23:27-32, Numbers 29:7)
ii. True Fasting explained by the Master (Matthew 6:16-18, Isaiah 58:3-5, Daniel 9:3)
c. Give tithes of all that I possess (Luke 18:12)
i. Their custom of giving was not approved by the Master (Matthew 6:1-2, 23:1-5,23, John
12:43)
ii. Grace-based giving (2 Corinthians 9:7, Acts 20:35, 1 Chronicles 29:17)
d. Relying on self-worth/works - Not a keeper of the law but a breaker
1. Despised his neighbor — I am not as other men — (Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:37-40,
Romans 13:9)
ii. His prideful prayer lacked humility (Proverbs 27:2, Matthew 6:5-6, James 4:6)
iii. Trust in His own righteousness — I, I, I, I I, (Deuteronomy 27:26, Romans 3:9-12,
Galatians 3:10, James 2:10)
iv. He neglected the weightier matters of the law (Matthew 23:23-25; Micah 6:1-8, Hosea
6:1-6)
v. Lacking repentance/confession of sin before Holy God (Proverbs 28:13, 1 John 1:8)
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4- The Publican/Tax collector’s prayer (Luke 18:13)
a. Disposition
i. Unworthy to approach Holy God - (Isaiah 6:5-6, Ezra 9:6, James 4:8-10, 1 Peter 5:5-6)
ii. Felt the weight of shame caused by sin - (2 Chronicles 33:12-13, Psalm 123:1-2, Luke
5:8)
b. Deep grief - (Psalm 51:17, Joel 2:12-13, 2 Corinthians 7:10)
c. Relying on Grace
i. By standing afar off he acknowledges his inability to approach God on his own terms
ii. By not looking to heaven, he rejected self-merit
iii. By beating his breast, he confessed to sin’s weight (Christian’s burden — Guilt and
Condemnation - read The Pilgrim's Progress)
iv. By pleading for mercy, he rented his heart (Joel 2:13)

d. Seeking mercy as THE Sinner - t6 hamartold (t® apoaptoid) (1 Timothy 1:15, Psalm 51:3-4,
Isaiah 53:6, Romans 7:24)

e. A plea for propitiation - God be merciful to me THE Sinner...Merciful — (Leviticus 16:14-15,
Romans 3:25)

5- Declared just — went down to his house justified — Luke 18:14

Justification by Faith Alone in Christ Alone upholds the sufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ as sole
redeemer. It affirms that none are declared just/righteous before God by their own merits, all who are
just before Holy God are declared justified/righteous through trusting (Sola Fide/Faith Alone) in the
finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ (Solus Christus/Christ Alone) (Isaiah 53:11, 2 Corinthians 5:21,
1 Peter 3:18, 1 Corinthians 6:11).

All about God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 3:27-31, 4:1-5, 1 Corinthians 1:30-31, Galatians 2:16)

Based on God’s character (Titus 3:5-7, Ephesians 2:4-5, Psalm 86:5,15, Micah 7:18-20, 1 Peter 1:3, 2
Timothy 1:9)

Centered on the Lord Jesus Christ’s atonement and everlasting righteousness [active/passive obedience]
(2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9, Romans 5:18-19)
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