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a. Outline – Sunday Service August 31st, 2025

Sermon Title: Conflict Management for the Sake of Christ-Centered Unity 
“The Believers Baptism Modeled & Mandated by Our Master!” 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:13-17; 28:18-20 

1. The Irony of Jesus coming to get baptized by his servant: Because of what it Represents. Matt.
3:13-14
A. It’s for sinners who rebelled against God’s Law. Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:5; Acts 2:38-41; 22:16
B. Jesus was spotless & righteous according to God’s Law. 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 John

3:5
C. John would soon come to recognize Jesus as the LAMB. John 1:29-35

2. The Identification Jesus came to make in his baptism with sinners: It was Divinely Required.
Matt. 3:15

A. Submitting to the waters of baptism was a matter of Obedience for our Lord. Ps. 40:7; John
8:29

B. Submitting to the waters of baptism was a mark of Oneness of Love. Is. 53:11; Phil. 2:7-8;
Heb. 2:14-16

C. Submitting to the waters of baptism would manifest him as the only saving Object to Look to.
Rom. 10:4

D. Submitting to the waters of baptism was a metaphor of his Offering as the Lamb. Gen. 3:21;
4:4; 6:11-18; 22:6; Is. 53:5; Jonah 2:5-10; Luke 12:50; John 19:30; Rom. 8:1-4

3. The Inter-Trinitarian witness of God’s Covenant of Redemption in the Son: An outward
Confession of an inward Reality. Matt. 3:16-17
A. The Affirmation that Jesus was fully immersed, submerged, and dipped into the water: for he

came “OUT of the water.” Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10
B. The Approval of God on John’s ministry and Jesus’s Mediation: the Heavens OPENED.

Matt. 21:24-27; Acts 7:56
C. The Anointing of Jesus by the Father giving him the Spirit without measure: into his

Messianic OFFICE. Is. 11:1-10; John 3:34
D. The Announcement of Jesus’ Identity as his Son (already): The ONLY person who was

intrinsically pleasing to the Father. Is. 42:1-9; 61:1-3; Matt. 17:5; Mk 1:11; Lu 3:22; Ps. 2:7;
Acts 13:33

Application – The Importance of the converted believer’s baptism simplified: Our Responsibility. 
I. Baptism is a command from Jesus to all his believing disciples. Matt. 28:19

II. Baptism is a conscious confession of the believer’s spiritual union with Christ in his
death/burial/resurrection. Rom. 6:3-11; Col. 2:9-14; Gal. 2:20; 1 Pet. 3:21

III. As Disciples, we are committed to a life of purity and the pursuit of Holiness to the Glory of
our Triune God. Rom. 6:12-13; Col. 1:1-4


