
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• church building: 1960 N Tracy Blvd., Tracy, CA 95376 • phone: 510.886.9782 • email: cogbctracy@gmail.com • website: 

www.gracebiblechurchtracy.com • social media: Facebook, Instagram, YouTube: @gbctracycampus 
 

  
 
 
 
Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 07.24.2025 @ 7 P.M.  
“L.I.F.E. In Christ” 
Elder Steven Clough 

 
The GOOD Shepherd & His Care for HIS Sheep  
“The Good Shepherd’s Sovereign Control!”- Part 2 

John 10:19-30 
 

Part 1 
1. In the Word of Jesus DIVIDING between His sheep and the Pretenders: Divine Power. vv. 19-23 

A. The DIVISION (s_________/s_________/s__________) was between those who believed his Word and 
those who did not. Gen. 1:1-7, 14; Matt. 10:34-39; John 1:3-5, 11-14; 6:52; 7:43; 9:16; 10:19; Heb. 4:12 

B. Some thought that he was mentally DERRANGED and Demon possessed: The gospel to them was 
FOOLISHNESS. John 8:44-48; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2:14; Rom. 8:7-8 

C. Others DENIED this based upon his Divine Power: The wisdom of God.  John 9; 1 Cor. 1:18-25 
D. The DELAY between his dividing Words and its significance: 3 months (October to December). vv. 21-

22 
 

The Feast of Dedication 
Is a celebration commemorating the purification and rededication of the second temple by Judas the Maccabee 
in the year 165 B.C. in the intertestamental period between Malachi and the birth of our Savior. Historically, 
Antiochus Epiphanes IV (name suggesting he was ‘god manifested’), a wicked ruler, defiled the temple of God 
in 167/168 B.C., sacrificing animals to Zeus a false God. In 165 B.C. Judas the Maccabee with his brothers and 
a band of men stood against him in guerilla warfare and took back the temple, restored it, and rededicated it 
back to God. When they tried to rededicate the second temple back to God, they only had one day’s worth of oil 
for the candelabras, which ended up staying lit for eight days, which is why this feast is celebrated for eight 
days. It was on the twenty fifth day of Kislev, which is the 25 day of December, where the historical 
commemoration of the “Feast of Dedication” or the “Feast of Lights” or “Hanukkah” is celebrated. This feast, 
although mentioned in John 10:22, and celebrate by the Jewish community in our present day, was not a feast 
commanded by God in the Old Testament. 
 

Part 2 
2. In the Will of God which DETERMINES who he will save and those he will Pass over: Divine Purpose. 

vv. 24-26 
A. The Confrontation – “How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” vv. 

24; Acts 7:51 
B. The Clarification – “I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear 

witness of me.” vv. 25; Luke 22:67-71 
1. Jesus’s W____________ (sayings) continued to provide e_______ Witness to his Messianic 

Identity. John 4:25-26; 6:35; 8:12, 25, 53, 56-59; 9:35-41; 10:7, 11 
2. Jesus’s W____________ (signs) continued to provide e______ Witness to his Messianic 

Identity. John 2:1-11; 4:48-53; 5:36; 6:1-14; 9:1-7 
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C. The Causation – “You do not believe, because you are not of my sheep, as I said unto you...” vv. 26 
1. The cause of one believing is God giving them to Christ, as Sheep, before the foundation of the 

World, unto salvation, “Through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:” Divine 
P_______________. 2 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:4 

2. The cause of one NEVER believing is God, according to his sovereign and eternal decree, chose 
to pass over them, leaving them to their fallen state; excluding them from the number of those 
chosen unto salvation, and consigning them to strict just judgment of God’s wrath. In other 
words, our unbelief is rooted in our sinfulness, and left to ourselves, we will ALWAYS reject the 
gospel and perish justly under the wrath of God in hell. Divine R___________________. Ex. 
7:1–5, 9:16, 10:1–2, 11:9, 14:4, 14:7–18; Rom. 9:11-24 

3. They are indicted for NOT believing, nevertheless. Why one does not believe doesn’t extricate 
them from Human R____________. John 3:18, 35  

 
3. In the Work of God DEFENDING and shielding his sheep exclusively and Permanently: Eternal 

Preservation. vv. 27-30 
A. The PROOF of the Sheep of Christ: of L.I.F.E in Christ. John 10:3-4, 8, 14, 16; 8:12; 12:26; Matt. 

16:24 
B. The PROVISION of Christ for his Sheep: “...and I give them eternal life.” vv. 28A; John 6:40; 11:25; 

17:2-3 
C. The PROTECTION of Christ for his Sheep. “...and they shall never perish.” vv. 28B; John 6:38-39; 

17:11-12; Heb. 7:25 
D. The POWER & collaboration of the Godhead to eternally keep his Sheep. vv. 28C-30; John 1:1; 6:37; 

5:17; 14:9; 17:1-5 
 
 


