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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 03.20.2025 @ 7 P.M.  
“L.I.F.E. In Christ” 
Elder Michael E. Peterson, Jr. 

 
“Abide” (John 8:31-32) 

The Key to Biblical Discipleship 
 

1.  Principle (v31): 
 “Abide”= menó:(verb) To remain, to stay;  to continue;  to dwell;  to endure  
     a. Commitment: The abiding of a disciple; to stay (or “continue”) with a Teacher for the purpose of learning 
from them and becoming like them, i.e., C______________: Jn 1:38-39 

• Q. What does this word “abide” imply in this text?  D________________ 

• Q What will success in abiding demand?  H_______________  so that we might hear from Him! Deut 
6:4-9/ Prov 4:1-4/ Matt 17:5/ Rom 10:7/ Prov 20:12 

     b. Contingency: “If YOU…” = this is the hearer’s R_____________________ : Jn 5:24/Lk 8:18 
 
2.  Process (v32): 
Abiding in the Word of Christ  =>  Knowing the Truth  =>  Experiencing  True Freedom 
     a.  To know the Truth is to know the Son! Jn 14:6/ Heb 1:1-3/ Col 1:6-11/ Phil 3:8/ 2 Pet 1:5 
     b.  This is the kind of knowledge that affirms the reality of UNION: Jn 8:42-43, 45, 49, 54 
 
Q. How are we to understand this experiential knowledge of the Truth in Christ? Jn 15: 1-11 

Do you abide in the Word of Christ? (Jn 15:4,7)  

Do the Words of Christ abide in you? (Jn 15:7) 

Does Christ abide in you by His Spirit? (Jn 14:16-18,23; 15:4-7)  

Does the Spirit of Christ abide in you, and guide you into the Truth? (Jn 14:26; 15:26; 16:13) 

 
3.  Power / What it Produces 
     a.  True Freedom is expression of the Spirit’s “power”: Jn 1: 12; 3:3-5 /2 Tim 3:5-7/ 2 Cor 10:5 
     b.  Association leads to Assimilation: vv35-36/ 1 Jn 2:4; 4:6 



Biblical Observation Worksheet 

 
 1. Consider the Context: 

     - Immediate Context: 
 
     - Historical Context: 
 
     - Biblical Context: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Identify the Genre:                                                                     
Narrative, Poetry, Wisdom, Law,  

Prophecy, Gospel, Epistle (Letter) 

 

3. Get the Main Point:  

Identify the Main Verbs, the 
Subject & the Object 

4. Ask Questions of the Text: 

Who, What, When, Where,  

Why, and How 

[John 8:31-32 NKJV]  

 

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 

 

"If you abide in My word, 

 

you are My disciples indeed. 

 

And you shall know the truth, 

 

and the truth shall make you free." 
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