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Thursday Night Bible Study Outline, 03.13.2025 @ 7 P.M.  
“L.I.F.E. In Christ” 
Elder Steven Clough 

 
Are We Slaves of Sin or FREE in Christ? – Part 2 

“Two Distinct Covenant Considerations!” 
John 8:31-47; Gal. 4:21-31 

 
Part 1 
⇓⇓⇓ 

1. The Clear rejection of the implications of Jesus’ words by Professing Believers: Sons of Abraham. vv. 33 

A. Reputation: Superficial attachment to tradition or men is NOT the assurance of true freedom. Matt. 3:7-
10; John 1:12-13; John 8:39 

B. Religion: Servants of the Lord who were freed nationally to worship as God’s peculiar people. Amos 
3:2; Rom. 9:4-5; Eph. 2:11-12 

C. Refutation: Slavery to men politically and spiritually was true in Israel’s history. Gen. 15:13-16; Ex. 
1:13-14; Judges 2:18; 3:8; 4:2; 10:7; Ps. 106:34-36; Ez. 9:9 

 
2. The Clarifying revelation of Jesus that indicates the condition of Pretending Believers: Slaves of Sin. vv. 

34 

A. Slaves of Sin continue to obey and serve sin as their Master, as taught by our savior. Prov. 5:22; Acts 
8:23; Rom. 6:20; Rom. 7:14; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 3:8-10; Pet. 2:19 

B. Slaves of sin are all men radically corrupted and in held captive by sin. Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:10-
18; 5:12; Eph. 2:1-3 

C. Slaves of Sin cannot liberate themselves and obey the savior as the Master. Jer. 13:34; John 6:44-45, 64 
Part 2 
⇓⇓⇓ 

3. The Covenantal representation Jesus illustrates show the Promised Liberator: The Seed of Abraham. vv. 
35-47  

A. The Slave does not remain in the house – Like Abrahams first son Ishmael. Gen. 21:10 
B. The Son of the house has the rights and privileges of an heir to remain in the house – Like Abrahams 

second son Isaac. Gen. 21:11-12 
C. The Salvation of those in bondage to sin comes from the Truth fulfilled in the Person of Jesus, the 

SEED of Abraham. Matt. 1:1; John 8:56; Gal. 3:16 
D. The Symbolism of Ismael (Slave) & Isaac (Freeman) represents two DIFFERENT Covenants and 

spiritual realities according to scripture. Gal. 4:21-31 
 



COVENANT THEOLOGY:
TWO COVENANT ALLEGORIZED IN TWO OF ABRAHAM’S SONS

JOHN 8:31-59 / GALATIANS 4:21-31

Freewoman = Sarah (Gal. 4:22) Persons

Persons (Gal. 4:22, 24-25) Bondmaid      = Hagar ⬅ (Gal. 4:23) Production

Production (Gal. 4:23) (Gal. 4:26) Places

Places (Gal. 4:24-25) (Gal. 4:26) Position

Position (Gal. 4:24) (Gal. 4:28, 31) P_______

P_______ (Gal. 4:30)

COVENANT OF _______ (Law)

Those Liberated by Christ
according to John 8: 

1. They L_________ Him. (42)

2. They L_______ to Him. (47)

3. They L______ for Him. (31)

4. They L______ for Him. (56)

⤴

Jesus was born under the Law
that we might be born again.↖ ↗

JESUS
Gal. 5:1

Heb. 2:16

       ⃕
   ⃔

Rejected (cast out of the house)

Born after the flesh = I_______ JERUSALEM

Mount Sinai (Mosaic Covenant)

Genders BONDAGE

Genders Freedom

Recipient of Freedom, by faith

ABRAHAM

Symbolized by

COVENANT OF _________

Born by Promise = I_______

Symbolized by
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