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“L.LF.E. In Christ”
Elder Steven Clough

The Divine Test of True Discipleship — Part 2
“Is Our Profession of Faith REAL?”
John 8:31-36

Part 1

Questions surrounding the subject of Eternal Security:

A.

Is there a pattern in John’s Gospel of circumstances or events where it says that people “believe” in Jesus,
but the context suggest that their faith is not saving? _ YES . John 2:23-3:5; 6:65-66; 8:30-40

Is it possible for someone to have a saving Faith and therefore be a true disciple of Christ & depart from the
Lord fully and finally? _ NO . John 8:31-32

Is it possible to say you believe & act like you are a true disciple of Christ, but actually be lying? _ YES .
James 2:14-26; 1 John 1:5-10

. What are the marks of saying you’re saved, but in reality, are not?

1. Antinomianism, where one appears to be a disciple of Christ outwardly but never experience
liberation from sin. Matt. 7:15-23
2. Apostasy, where one departs fully and finally from the Lord. 1 John 2:18-19

How does God reveal whether a person has a True saving faith? By testing it. Heb. 11:17-19; James 1:2-4; 1
Pet. 1:7-9

. The STANDARD Mark of True Discipleship: Persevering “in” Christ’s Word. vv. 30-31

A. The crowd to which Jesus is speaking: the Jews who “believed” on him. John 2:23-24; 6:14; 7:31;
20:26-31

B. The condition Jesus sets to determine a true saving faith: Those who
C /A /R “in” Christ’s Word. John 15:4-9; Matt. 24:13; Heb. 3:14;
8:91f; 1 John 2:24

C. The conclusion Jesus establishes: True discipleship/followers/Believers who continue in my Word.
Matt. 8:18-22; 10:24-25; John 15:8

The SANCTIFYING Miracle of Truth that Delivers: Promise of liberation by the Word. vv. 32

A. The Certainty of intimacy & experientially coming to know the Truth. Jer. 31:1-34; Ps. 25:14; Prov.
4:18; John 6:44-45; 7:17

B. The Continuous and ongoing process of being liberated by the Truth from bondage. Ps. 119:45; Rom.
8:1-4; 2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 5:13; 2 Tim. 2:25-26; James 1:25
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3. The SAVING Messiah is the Truth who Delivers: Personification of the TRUTH. vv. 33-36
A. The Superficial attachment to the Flesh (sperma) blind sinners from our spiritual problem. Gen. 15:13;
Ex. 1:13-14; Judges 2:18; Ez. 9:9; Matt. 3:7-10; John 1:12-13; 8:39
B. Our Slavery to sin is clarified as those who continue live in it as a practice. Prov. 5:22; Acts 8:23; Rom.
6:20; Rom. 7:14; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 3:8-10
C. The Son of God remains in the House (by his righteousness) and delivers sinners from Divine
Punishment. Gen. 21:10; Ps. 68:18; Is. 42:5-6; 61:1; John 8:32; 14:6; Gal. 4:4-7, 30; Eph. 4:8
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