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Thank God for Christ Our LIGHT! — Part 1
“Triumphant Grace and Truth Over Darkness”
Psalms 27:1-3; John 8:1-11

Textual Concern: There is a question as to the authenticity of John 7:53-8:11, and much has been written on it.

- There are some words used here in this account that do not appear anywhere else in John’s writings.
- The oldest manuscripts do not have this story.

- Some of the Latin witnesses, Syriac, etc. omit translations for this portion.

- It seemingly breaks away from the flow of the Feast of Tabernacles... and resumed in John 8:12

- Some say that it probably belonged to Luke 7 with the harlot that was forgiven, and some other
manuscripts place this account at the end of John’s gospel.

Textual Criticism: The method used to determine what the original manuscripts of the Bible said to conclude
what and what not the Word of God is in both the Old and New Testament, and based upon this conclusion,
discerning some of the best translations to read and own. The three methods are the following:

- Textus Receptus method.
- Majority Text method.
- Eclectic or Critical Text method.

How can we know for certain that John 7:53-8:11 is in fact the inspired Word of God or not?

- 900 manuscripts of John contain this text, although they are conspicuously absent from the earliest
manuscripts.

Internal Evidence and Context: How we can be confident John 7:53-8:11 is the Word of God:

- We Behold the Glory of Christ, as it is Displayed over and against the Law of Moses. John 1:14-17; 8:5,
11

- The Blessing of setting the Woman Free is in keeping with both the context of John and the Character of
Jesus. John 3:16-17; 8:31-36; 20:30-31

- The Battle between Light & Darkness is clearly seen. John 1:4-5/3:19-20; John 7:51-52; John 8:13;
John 5:18; 8:58; John 10:30-31; John 20:25-29

- The Basis of the second “I Am” statement (The Light of the World) is consistent with the entire
narrative of John 8:1-11, especially letting the woman go in mercy. John 3:16-17; 8:36

- The Beauty of observation of the text, seeing the consistent themes and subjects found in John’s gospel.
John 8:1-11
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Study Guide until our NEXT Lesson
Thank God for Christ Our LIGHT! — Part 2

“Triumphant Grace and Truth Over Darkness”
John 8:1-11

1. The Light (as Truth Personified) is Tested by Darkness: The Crookedness of the Law handled. vv. 1-6
a. The Merciless Leadership: The Adulterous woman was a Tool. 2 Cor. 11:13-15; John 10:10
b. The Misuse of the Law: Using it against the Lawgiver as a Trap. John 7:51-52; 1 Tim. 1:8-11
c. The Motives of the Legalists: finding fault with HIM was their Target. Luke 11:53-54; 20:20-23
d. The Mosaic Covenant was Limited: A condemning covenant is what they Trusted. John 1:17; 5:45-
47;7:19

2. The Light (as Truth Proclaimed) Testifies against the Darkness: Convicting human hearts. vv. 7-9
a. The Motion of our MASTER: He Humbles Himself in Honor of the Law. Is. 42:1-8; 19-21; Jer.
17:13
b. The Measure used on her was MEETED out to them: their Hypocrisy exposed. Matt. 7:1-5; Rom.
3:20
c. The Ministry of the Light MANIFESTING sin in them: by the Holy Spirit. John 16:7-11; Prov.
1:17-18; Gen. 3:15

3. The Light (as Truth Prevailing) Triumphs over Darkness: Compassionately calling her to freedom and
holiness. vv. 10-11
a. The Silent Witness now speaks: No more accusers. Is. 41:11-14
b. The Saving Word of the Savior: No Condemnation... “go.” John 3:17; Rom. 8:1; 28-35
c. The Solemn Warning to the saved sinner: “sin no more.” John. 5:14; Rom. 6:1-2, 8-18
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