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The Divine Attributes
“The Love of God” - Part 1
1 John 4:7-19

1. Some MISUNDERSTANDINGS on True Divine Love:
A. The Idolatry of Love: Love is not God, but “God is Love.” 1 John 4:8, 16
B. An Immoral Love: All LOVE is not from God.... which God HATES. 1 John 2:15-17
C. The Intelligence of Love: The Highest form of Love is not emotional, but volitional. Deut. 7:6-8
D. The Independence God as LOVE: HE alone loves HIMSELF righteously.

2. The MEANING of the Divine Love:

Love is the sum and substance of all God’s attributes, attitude, the foundation for his affections and is the expression
of all his actions: For “God is Love.” (1 John 4:8) Divine love (agape’), which is the highest love, is the moral
preference, uninfluenced choice (Deut. 7:6-8), and decision of God to act towards his creatures in a committed, caring
and beneficial way so that the objects of love can experience the Highest good. God loves all, and is therefore good to
all, especially his elect. God also is the highest good, is the supreme object of love, and does everything out of love
for himself, which terminates in him receiving the maximum glory and honor in Christ Jesus.

A. The Clarification of Divine Love being Trinitarian. John 3:35; 5:20; 10:17; 15:9; 17:24; John 14:31; John
16:13-15; Rom. 5:5; Gal. 5:22

Through Creation is God’s Love seen. Genesis 1:3-4, 10, 12, 16-18, 21, 25-31; Ps. 8; Col. 1:16-17

The Common universality of God’s love to everyone. Gen. 9:16; Matt. 5:43-48

The Covenant of God’s everlasting Love is to his elect alone. Is. 55:1-3; Jer. 31:3, 31-34; 32:37-41
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3. The MESSIANIC (Christological) Connection to Divine Love:
A. The Father Declares his love for His Son: in whom is all HIS Pleasure. Matt. 3:16; Luke 3:22
B. The Father Demonstrated his redeeming Love in Christ: In Jesus death for all his elect People. John 3:16;
Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10
C. All Dominion is given to the Son because of the Father Love for Him: Where he will receive all Praise. Dan.
7:13-14; John 3:35; Eph. 2:4-6; Phil. 2:6-11

4. The MISSIOLOGICAL application concerning Divine Love:

We must Praise God for bestowing on us this adopting LOVE. 1 John 3:1-3

The Permanency of the Love of God in Christ for us brings us assurance. Rom. 8:34-39

Love Perfected in us eliminates ungodly fear of eternal judgement. 1 John 4:16-18

Our Production of God love for us is our loving God back. 1 John 4:19

The Priority is to Love God first in everything, every day, forever. Matt. 22:36-38

Our Practice is to Love one another (in-reach). 1 John 4:7-8,20; 5:2-3

We Must Persevere in Love for our enemies, as children of the Father (out-reach). Matt. 5:43-48

Our Paradigm of Love to Neighbor is as God himself, in Christ loved us. John 15:12-13; Eph. 5:2, 25-27; 1
John 4:10-11
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