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“L.I.F.E. In Christ”
Deacon Michael E. Peterson, Jr.

The Gracious Call to Drink of Christ (part 1): The Call
John 7:37-39

Interpretive Grid Textual Observations

Literary -

What is the literary genre of the text?
Who is the author/ audience?

What is the text doing (purpose, aim,
theme) and saying?

What is the authorial intent?

Historical -

What is the historical context/ significance
of the text?

What important events were happening
around the time of the text? What
historical/ cultural references are made in
the text?

Grammatical -

What is the grammatical structure of the
text?

What significant words or phrases are
used in the text?

Theological -

What can we learn about God in the text?
What is God doing in the text?

How is God moving in the text?

What aspect of God’s character and
attributes are seen in this text?

Redemptive -

What are the connections in this text to
the person and work of Jesus Christ?
How does this text find its significance
relative to God’s covenant/ redemptive
purpose in history?
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1. The Context of the Call (v37a):
a) Immediate Context: In the midst of conflict, The suspense of the a few days after Jesus warning: Jn 7:36

- the conflict and condition of time put both the one who calls and the one who responds in danger (fear,
division, threat/ plot to kill Christ)

b) Biblical/ Historical Context: On the last day of the feast, which was a Sabbath, (Lev 23:36) signifying
REST: Ex17:1-7/ Num 20:1-13/ 1 Cor 10:4

2. The Command and It’s Condition (v37b):
a) The command is to come and drink of Christ= believe in Him: Jn 7:38; 6:35

b) The condition is spiritual: thirst for righteousness: Matt 5:6; 6:33/ Ps 42: 2; 63:1/ Rom 1:17-19/
1 Jn 3:4,5:17/2 Cor 5:21 vs. fleshly thirst: Jer 2:5-13/ Ecc 6:7/ Job 15:14-16/ Jn 7:7,18,24,28

3. The Compelling of Those Who Come:
a) Is the Will of the Father (The Gospel appointed): Jn 6:36-40

b) Is Based on the Work of the Son (The Gospel accomplished): Jn 6:38; 12:30-32
c) Produced by the Witness of the Spirit (The Gospel applied): Jn 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-14/ 1 Jn 5:6-10

4. The Consequence of Coming Confirmed (vv38-39):
a) Inward Transformation implied: “out of his heart...” (Personal satisfaction): Jn 4:10; 6:35

b) Outward Expression symbolized: will flow rivers of : Mt 12:34/ Pro 10:11; 18:4/ 1 Cor 2:13
c) Scriptural Affirmation: Is 55:1; 58:1; 41:17-18/ Zech 14:8/ Rev 21:6; 22:1
d) Apostolic Exposition: Prophetic fulfillment/ Spiritual Outpouring: Acts 2:16-21/ Amos 8:11-12

Feast of Tabernacles Feast of Passover (April) Feast of Pentecost (June)
(October)

The Call to Drink of Christ | The “Glorification” of Christ: | The Outpouring of the Spirit:
Jn 7:37-39 Jn 12-20 Acts 2
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