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The Incomprehensibility of God 
 

1. The Biblical Attestation/Definition:  
A. God’s greatness is unsearchable - Psalm 145:1-3, Isaiah 40:28, Job 11:7-9  
B. Definition: “God’s incomprehensibility is best understood in the sense that He is unfathomable. As the 

triune God, His being is independent, self-sufficient, and simple, and thus unfathomable. As the God 
who knows and plans all things, His thoughts are too deep to fathom and plumb. As Reformation 
theology rightly taught, along with the entire history of the church, “The finite cannot contain the 
infinite.” – Stephen Wellum   

C. God’s understanding is infinite - Psalm 147:1-5, Isaiah 40:27-31 
D. God’s ways are past finding out - Romans 11:33-36, Job 11:7, Ecclesiastes 3:11  

“Theologically speaking, to say God is incomprehensible is not to say that God is utterly 
unknowable. It is to say that none of us can comprehend God exhaustively.” – R.C. Sproul Sr.  

E. God’s thoughts are not ours - Isaiah 55:8-9, Psalm 139:1-6 
F. God’s marvelous things are without number - Job 5:8-11, Job 37:16, Psalm 40:5  
G. God does great things past finding out - Job 9:1-10, Job 26:9-14, Job 11:5-7  
 

2. The Christological connection relating to the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
A. God calls us to boast in that we know HIM - Jeremiah 9:23-24, 2 Corinthians 10:17, 1 Corinthians 1:31  
B. The Lord Jesus Christ came so that we may KNOW God, the only one equipped to declare God to us - 1 

John 5:20, John 1:18, Colossians 1:12-15, Colossians 2:9-10, John 17:1-3, John 14:6, Galatians 4:8-9, 
Acts 4:12, 1 John 5:11-12 

C. The prerogative of the Lord Jesus Christ and our privilege as God’s elect to know Him calls us to 
fellowship with Him - Matthew 11:27-30, John 14:6-9, Luke 10:22, 2 John 1:9, 1 John 2:23, John 15:15, 
1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 John 1:3 

 
3. The Personal application in our response to Him in beholding His glory (Worship and A Worthy 

Walk): if we have come to KNOW GOD then we must diligently seek HIM - Psalm 34:8, 1 Peter 2:2-3, 
Hebrews 11:6, Proverbs 8:17, Jeremiah 29:13-14, 1 John 1:1-3, 2 Timothy 3:16, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 
Deuteronomy 29:29, Matthew 13:11 
 
“What theology does is stretches your intellect to as it were, to both extremes. One is the extreme of knowing 
and the other is the extreme of incomprehensibility, so that there is a correlation between the degree of HIS 
[GOD] incomprehensibility and the degree of my joy that I know HIM. If He’s easily comprehended-I mean 
if He can just take you five minutes, and you know everything about Him-then the effect of that on you as an 
individual is going to be, “I can get it in five minutes”. But if He is genuinely incomprehensible and yet, He 
dwells invisibly in the eternal place, and yet also with likes of me-then it’s the distance between these two 
things that affects the sense of privilege and joy. You can see how it’s actually the incomprehensibility of 
God that puts the real dynamic and energy into our worship.” - Sinclair Ferguson 


